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Message from Mrs Tyler  

So, we find ourselves starting the new term in 2021 in 

National Lockdown once more.  Thank you to 

everyone who responded so swiftly to my survey 

yesterday and following my message last night to 

identify if your child is to be in school.  Please do 

remember that the criteria have to be strictly followed.  

All those who have identified themselves as needing a 

place have been contacted today, or have children 

already in school, and so we now have our list of 

children expected to be in school.  This is vital to 

ensure everyone is safeguarded, and we have to make 

a return to the DfE every day which verifies that the 

correct children are in school under the Lockdown 

measures.  

Mrs Bundy sent out information regarding the learning 

on Dojo this morning and she is checking who has 

already accessed this.  Please do remember that the 

situation is different from the last lockdown in that 

there is an expectation that every child not in school 

will access the Dojo learning daily.  If you are having 

trouble accessing Dojo please contact the school office 

in the first instance. Similarly, if you are finding 

anything unclear, just let us know.   We are here to help 

even if we are not seeing you every day! Hopefully the 

children have seen my message to them posted on 

Dojo today – it seemed very strange not to be 

welcoming them back, but absolutely the right thing in 

current circumstances. 

I am aware that some parents have in the past asked 

why we do not prepare live lessons for the children, 

and I thought it would help if I clarified our reasons 

here at St Michael’s Juniors at the start of this 

Lockdown.  I am aware that some other schools do 

plan learning in this way.  I have to say first and 

foremost that we never make decisions here at St 

Michael’s based on what other schools do – we 

obviously pay attention to what they do, but make the  

 

decision based on our own context – this ensures we 

make the right decisions for our community as a whole 

(we know not everyone will agree – but it is about what 

is right for our school) .  We do not, in accordance with 

our Child Protection Policy, promote live streaming as 

it may cause difficulties for some of our families and 

result in inequalities for some of our pupils. Our 

Christian Vision reflects the importance of equality for 

all and many of our families do not have the ability to 

own IT devices for all their children to use at a set time. 

In addition, there are strict safeguarding rules relating 

to online lessons where children are involved, and the 

age of the children in our school would mean that an 

adult would always have to be present in the room at 

home when live streaming occurs to ensure 

safeguarding protocols are followed.  This creates 

logistical difficulties for many parents. Whilst some 

schools may not follow these same protocols, they are 

very important to us as a school and as a community. 

I hope this helps to explain why we choose the route 

that we do for home learning.  We do take on board 

feedback and aim to improve as we go.  For anyone 

who was with us during the Lockdown in March, I 

hope you can already see an improvement!  

Finally, whilst I know that many of you would have 

been relieved by the announcement last night, I also 

know that many of you will be anxious about the weeks 

ahead and also feel anxious because of the last minute 

nature of the decision making.  Remember that we are 

all in this together.  I spoke many times last year of the 

need for hope in the face of adversity, and we need this 

hope now more than ever.  

Be kind to yourselves, and remember how far we have 

already come.  There is nothing more important than 

our health and happiness.  Remember that we may not 

be able to visit each other but we can pick up a phone, 

send a friendly message via email (or those school  
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WhatsApp groups that I know you all have!) and even 

just smile as we pass each other from afar.  All of these 

touches will help us to remember that we are part of 

something bigger and better. Failing all of this, just call 

us if you need us.  We are here and part of your 

community.  We will always try to support as best we 

can.  Remember though that we need those smiles and 

kind words too!  

Take care of yourselves, all of you.  You are each a 

unique part of our school community, and we would 

not be who we are without you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe, everyone. 

Mrs Steph Tyler 
Headteacher 
 

 


