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Message from Mrs Tyler 
 
Well, on the basis that we are about to put the clocks 
forward and welcome the start of British Summer 
Time I was rather disappointed with the weather today! 
I understand next week we may rise to the dizzy 
heights of 21 degrees on Tuesday – that is the sort of 
weather we can do with to put a smile on everyone’s 
faces.  It is almost unbelievable that we break up next 
Thursday for Easter, although everyone’s weariness 
levels remind me that it definitely is time for the end of 
term.  
 
Our thanks this week go to Vicar Alwyn who has 
organised a virtual Easter Escape Room for us to do 
with the children next week.  This will not only be a 
fun way of focussing on the importance of Easter but 
also a time of reflection for us all.  Easter, with its 
message of hope, is a perfect reminder of our need to 
remain positive and hopeful as we continue to move 
forward through the next stages of the government 
roadmap.  Certainly the signs of Spring and the warmer 
days to come will help to refocus our minds on all that 
we have to look forward to, rather than all that we have 
endured.  
 
I hope that you all have a wonderful Easter break and 
that the next stage of the roadmap will bring you closer 
to loved ones.  I am beside myself with the prospect of 
being able to see my children after months and months 
of being apart – I have to say that I’m more than 
prepared to sit in a downpour outside for the day if we 
can just be near each other – even socially distanced 
seems like a dream currently!  
 
Please can I remind everyone that as a school we still 
have to report any cases over the Easter break and so 
elsewhere in the newsletter there is a reminder about 
the process should you find yourself having to self 
isolate or with Covid symptoms yourself. Thank you 
for your support with this.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend, everyone, and a fabulous 
Easter break.    
 

Year 3 News 
 
We have loved welcoming Year 3 back into school! 
 
In Year 3, our focus since we all returned has been 
poetry and monologue writing in English and fractions 
and angles in Maths. Our poetry focussed on animal/ 
human transformation. We used the BBC advert for 
the Rio Olympics as our inspiration. You can watch 
the video clip using this link: 
https://www.literacyshed.com/rio-olympics.html  
 
We thought about figurative language such as similes 
and metaphors and used some of these in our poems. 
The children are now progressing onto an animal that 
they might transform into and are writing a 
monologue, explaining their thoughts, feelings and 
opinions as they experience that change. 
 
Maths has included working with fractions of 
quantities, comparing fractions and equivalent 
fractions. Children practised putting fractions in order 
on a number line, comparing using the greater than and 
less than symbols and looking at the link between 
fractions and multiplication and division. We have now 
begun to look at types of angles and position and 
direction. 
 
We are encouraging the children to learn their personal 
spellings both in school and at home. The children 
have been supported to use their phonic knowledge 
when attempting their spelling. They are being asked 
to think of alternative sounds so that they begin to 
become more confident in choosing which sound 
when working independently.  
 
We look forward to speaking to all of you during your 
parent consultations to discuss your child’s learning.  
 
We wish you a restful Easter and look forward to 
seeing the children return after the holidays. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/rio-olympics.html
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Year 4 News 
 
It has been fantastic to see all of the children back in 
school together, enjoying their learning as well as 
enjoying being with their friends. Year 4 have definitely 
settled back into the routine of school life. 
 
Over the last two weeks, our focus in Maths has been 
multiplication and capacity and problem solving 
involving measurements. We have been using the grid 
method to multiply 2 digit numbers, and we have been 
using the addition and subtraction written column 
method to add and subtract measurements. We have 
been practising our times tables daily, and children 
should continue to practise their times tables at home. 
 
In English, Year 4 read the story ‘Cinnamon’ by Neil 
Gaiman. We worked on fronted adverbials, paragraphs 
and conjunctions to extend sentences. We have 
definitely been busy writing since everybody returned 
to school. We have written our own blurb for the story, 
and we have written a diary and a letter in character as 
Cinnamon. We also practised writing direct speech, 
and wrote a conversation between Cinnamon and the 
fierce tiger, who teaches her to speak. 
 
We have been working really hard on our spellings 
including apostrophes for possession, and words that 
end in ‘tion’, ‘cian’ ‘ssion’ and ‘sion’. The children have 
been learning some spelling strategies in school and we 
have been practising these rules in all of our writing. 
 
Parents’ Consultations started this week, and they will 
continue next week. This week, we have enjoyed 
speaking to parents, and we look forward to speaking 
to all of you to discuss your child’s learning and how 
we can support each other. 
 
We wish you a restful Easter and look forward to 
seeing Year 4 return after the Easter holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 News 
 
It is wonderful having all of the children back! 
 
During the last two weeks, our focus in Maths has been 
fractions, decimals and percentages.  We have been 
looking at comparing and ordering, adding and 
subtracting and finding equivalent fractions and 
decimals. Our times table knowledge has been very 
useful when solving problems too!  
 
In English, Year 5 read the poem ‘The Jabberwocky’ 
by Lewis Carroll. We worked on word classes e.g. 
nouns, verbs and adjectives and made our own 
portmanteau words by joining two words together. We 
wrote our own version of ‘The Jabberwocky’ about our 
own imaginary foe. 
 
We have been working really hard on our spellings 
especially ‘ie’ and ‘ei’ and ‘ably’ and ‘ibly’. The children 
have been learning some strategies in school and have 
been practising these rules. 
 
Parent consultations started this week and will 
continue next week - we have enjoyed speaking to you 
during this time to discuss your child’s learning and 
how we can support each other. 
 
We wish you a restful Easter and look forward to 
seeing Year 5 return after the holiday. 
 
Year 6 News 
 
It has been lovely to see all of the children back in 
school together and enjoying their learning. Year 6 
have settled back into the routine of school life really 
well. 
 
During the last two weeks, our focus in Maths has been 
ratio and proportion.  We have been looking at ‘real 
life’ problems, for example, the amount of ingredients 
needed for a recipe, and we have started to apply what 
we already know.  Our times table knowledge has 
proved invaluable solving problems too!  
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In English, Year 6 watched the Literacy Shed film, 
‘Titanium’ – it can be viewed here:  
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-music-video-
shed.html. We have written diaries from the boy’s 
point of view and next week we will be writing a letter 
from the teacher to the Headteacher of the school, 
reporting the events she witnessed.   
 
We are encouraging the children to learn their personal 
spellings both in school and at home. The children 
have been learning some strategies in school to support 
them, such as pyramid writing and rainbow writing. 
 
The Year 6 classes enjoyed meeting virtually for the 
inter class Comic Relief Quiz on Friday 19th March.  
There were some very high scores, and we had a lot of 
fun! 
 
Parent consultations are well underway now - we have 
enjoyed speaking to you during this time to discuss 
your child’s learning and how we can support each 
other. 
 
We wish you a restful Easter and look forward to 
seeing everyone return safely after the holiday. 
 
E-Library Certificates 
 
We have relaunched the E-Library service. Last week, 
teachers showed the children how to login and borrow 
books using our E-Library service. We are encouraging 
children to use this service, particularly while our 
school library has not yet returned to normal service.  
 
Every week, we will be awarding certificates to children 
who are using this service regularly to borrow e-
books and audiobooks.  
 
We really hope children will start using this fantastic 
service, and we are looking forward to handing out E-
Library certificates. 
 
 
 
 

Race to Tokyo 
 
It's not long now until the Olympic Games begins on 
24th July in Tokyo. Unfortunately, we are not in a 
position to take the whole school to Tokyo to enjoy it 
but we can at least aim to go the distance to get there! 
 
This spring and summer we are setting the children a 
challenge. It is approximately 5973.2 miles from St 
Michael’s to Tokyo and collectively, as a school 
community, we want to try and travel that distance. We 
might run it, walk it, skip it, cycle it, forward roll it, hop 
it - whatever your favourite mode of transport is, it all 
counts. We will be recording our daily exercise and 
running in school - however this won’t be enough. We 
need your help! So dust off those trainers, pump up 
those tyres and get the deep heat ready because we’d 
like your support. To do so, we would like you to 
exercise, as a family, and record it on the Travel to 
Tokyo website (https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-
tokyo). It’s quick and simple to do. Simply follow the 
link or google ‘Travel to Tokyo’. Then enter the school 
name or Postcode – GU11 3SS. Record the exercise 
and the time and let the website do the rest. There are 
some fantastic prizes to be won and you will be able to 
see the school total go up each time you log on. We’d 
really like to see you getting active as well, so please 
send in your photos of group exercise to the office 
email address:  
adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk 
 
As you can see below – we have already reached Paris, 
France and are now on our way to Athens, Greece! 
 

 

https://www.literacyshed.com/the-music-video-shed.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/the-music-video-shed.html
tel:+4459732
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo
mailto:adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
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Red Nose Day 
 
It was wonderful to see the children in their super hero 
masks last week – they all looked amazing! We 
collected £381.42 in School.  What a great effort for a 
great cause. Thank you all for your generosity. 
 
School Site Safety 
 
It has been observed that some parents have been 
entering the school grounds via the car park entrance, 
some with children. This must not be the route you 
take when coming on to the school site. All parents are 
asked to use the pedestrian gate at all times. Thank you 
for your understanding. 
 
Spare Trousers/Jogging Bottoms 
 
Please can we ask that if you have any school 
trousers/jogging bottoms (boys or girls) that your child 
has grown out of, that you can donate them to the 
school. Your donations would be much appreciated. 
 
Coats 
 
Please remember that the weather is still changeable at 
this time of year so the children should all be prepared 
for the rain – coats are essential please in school, as 
we go out in all weathers! 
 
School Lunch Menus 
 
The school lunch menus will change after the Easter 
holidays. We will send the updated version out via 
email before we break up on Thursday and they will be 
published on the school website. 
 
COVID – Reporting a case during the holidays 
 

For the first 48 hours after teaching ends on 
Thursday 1st April (from Friday 2nd April to Saturday 
3rd April inclusive), if your child develops symptoms of 
COVID -19 and has been in school up until 1st April, 
please book a test immediately and then contact the 
school by emailing: 

covid@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk 

You will be asked what date the symptoms started and 
the date and time of the test.  You will also be asked to 
provide us with the results of the test as soon as they 
are received.  If positive, we will then alert any other 
families of children who may have been in contact with 
your child at school in the 48 hour period prior to 
symptoms. 

 

If your child develops symptoms for coronavirus 
(COVID-19), more than 48 hours since being in 
school (from Sunday 4th April onwards during the 
school holidays), the school should not be contacted. 
Parents and carers should, in this instance, follow 
contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and 
Trace. 

 

School will not conduct any contact tracing more than 
6 days after the final day of teaching. There will 
therefore be no pupil contact tracing beyond 
Wednesday 7th April until term restarts on 19th April 
2021. 

 
Where children and families are required to self-isolate 
due to contact with a positive case after the first 6 days 
following the end of term (from Thursday 8th April), 
we do not need to be informed about their absence 
until the first day of the new term. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation with this.  
 
Changes to the Test and Trace Support Payment 
for Parents – Information for Parents 
 
Parents and carers of children who have been advised 
to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS 
Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and 
Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of 
£500, if they meet the eligibility criteria. The extension 
of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which 
is administered by district and unitary local authorities 
in England, ensures that parents receive the financial 

mailto:covid@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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support they need if they are unable to attend work due 
to childcare responsibilities. 
 
Parents and carers should apply to their local authority 
to receive a payment. Applications for the Test and 
Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the local 
authority in which the parent or carer resides, not the 
local authority where the setting is situated, if these are 
different. 
 
To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria 
that: 
 

 They are the parent or guardian of a child or 
young person in the same household and need 
to take time off work to care for them while 
they self-isolate. This is limited to one parent 
or guardian per household for the child or 
young person’s self-isolation period 

 they are employed or self-employed 

 they cannot work from home while 
undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose 
income as a result 

 they meet all the other means-tested eligibility 
criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment 
or locally determined criteria for a 
discretionary payment 

 
That their child or young person: 
 

 is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) and 
normally attends an education or childcare 
setting 

 has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and 
Trace or by their education or childcare setting 
because they have been identified as a close 
contact of someone who has tested positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
Nurseries, schools, colleges and further education 
providers are required to provide a letter to all parents 
or carers of the children advised to self-isolate, to 
support their application to the Test and Trace 

Support Payment scheme. The letter must detail the 
child’s name and date of self-isolation. Parents or 
carers will then be able to provide this letter to their 
local authority as evidence that their child is required 
to self-isolate. 
 
Once an application for a payment has been received, 
the local authority will be in touch with the school to 
verify the details of the child provided on the 
application. This will include a check of the child’s 
name, age, address and days of self-isolation. This 
check is to minimise the event of fraudulent claims. It 
may be conducted before or after a payment is made, 
depending on the arrangements the individual local 
authority has chosen to put in place.  
 


