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Message from Mrs Tyler 
 
Well, Bank Holiday Monday didn’t feel much like a 
spring holiday weather wise, did it? I hope you all 
managed to have a lovely weekend anyway.  It’s 
impossible to believe we are halfway through this half 
term already – the weeks seem to be flying by. I hope 
you enjoy the reports this week in the Newsletter about 
what the children have been doing in school – and I 
hope it matches what they tell you they have been 
doing!  
 
Please do read carefully the messages elsewhere in the 
Newsletter today about online safety and also about 
PE kits – the latter has been sent as a separate message 
also to ensure everyone sees it. Online safety has 
become an increasing concern and, whereas it used to 
be predominantly an issue for older children, we are 
finding more and more examples of children accessing 
inappropriate content from devices at home. It is 
essential that we all play our part in protecting our 
children from the dangers that can be present online.  
 
In school today we have had our second RE Pause Day 
of the academic year.  Many of you may remember that 
in the Autumn Term we held a Pause Day – where we 
pause the wider curriculum for the day and reflect on 
our Religious Education learning to focus on a specific 
concept. In the Autumn term, we focussed on 
Creation. Today we have been focussing on the 
Kingdom of God.  The children never cease to amaze 
us with their deep thinking and reflective comments.  
Please do ask them about the day.  
 
Have a lovely weekend, everyone.  
 
Year 3 News 
 
It has been a lovely start to the summer term in Year 
3. We have enjoyed getting outside for our Daily Mile 
and having our lunchtimes on the field.  
 
In English, we have been looking at discussion texts. 
We have been learning about balanced arguments and 
contrasting conjunctions to make our writing neutral 

and clear. We posed the question ‘Should the Romans 
invade Britain?’ The children have talked about the 
pros and cons of an invasion from the point of view of 
a Roman soldier and they have explored the reasons 
why most Celts would not have welcomed the Romans 
into Britain.  
 
In Maths, our focus has been multiplication and 
division. The children have been using number lines 
and bar models for both. This was particularly helpful 
when looking at division with remainders as the 
children could see how many were left on their line. 
We have now moved onto word problems and missing 
numbers with multiplication and division. The use of 
Times Table Rock Stars has supported children in their 
rapid recall of times tables and division facts, which has 
enabled them to complete their work more easily. 
 
Our topic this term is ‘The Long Straight Road’. We 
are learning all about the Romans and Italy. The 
children have already learnt where Italy is located, 
thought about which questions they wanted to ask a 
representative from Fishbourne Palace and researched 
Roman sports and their invasion attempts. This week, 
Fishbourne Palace did a virtual visit for all of our Year 
3 children. We were shown an image of what the palace 
would have looked like when it was at its full glory. We 
found out about Roman buildings (and compared 
them to Celtic buildings), bathhouses, mosaics, tools, 
food, toys, armour, money and Roman Gods.  
 
Today has been Pause Day and we have looked at the 
theme ‘Kingdom of God’ and answered the question 
‘When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost?’ 
As a year group, we have learnt about The Holy Spirit, 
Pentecost, The Kingdom of God, and how Christians 
help in the community. It has been a lovely day to 
pause and reflect within our RE learning. 
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Year 4 News 
 
We had a fantastic start to the term because we 
introduced our new topic, and the change in weather 
has meant we can use the field for lunchtimes and PE. 
 
In English, we have been learning about the Anglo-
Saxon story ‘Beowulf’. We collected lots of rich 
language from Michael Morpurgo’s text, identified 
features of Beowulf’s encounter with Grendel the ogre 
and wrote descriptions and action narratives about 
Grendel and the warrior Beowulf. We have been 
practising subordinating clauses, varying the position 
of the clause, and we have been using paragraphs to 
show a change in time and place. We have been 
learning about apostrophes for possession and 
homophones in spelling, and applying this to our 
writing. In guided reading, we have been practising our 
reading fluency, reading aloud sections of the poem: 
‘The Spider and The Fly’ with volume and expression.  
 
In Maths, our focus has been addition and subtraction 
in measures; angles, symmetry, translations and area of 
different shapes; and statistics linked to our Science, 
using mental addition and subtraction skills to answer 
questions about data. In Science, we have introduced 
our longitudinal study, observing changes to habitats 
in our school grounds. Each week, we continue to 
teach several times table skills sessions as well as have 
daily quizzes or times tables games.  
 
Our topic this term is, ‘We came, we saw, we 
conquered’. We are learning all about the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings, using archaeological evidence and 
other primary evidence to determine what life was like 
in Britain after the Romans left Britain, and the impact 
of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings on religion, justice 
and language in this country.   
 
Today has been Pause Day and we have looked at the 
theme ‘Kingdom of God’ and answered the question 
‘When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost?’ 
We have focussed on how Christians help and support 
in the community. 
 

Year 5 News 
 
We have had a great start to the Summer term in Year 
5. We have enjoyed the beautiful weather outside 
during our Daily Mile and had our lunchtimes and 
break times on the field. 
 
In English, we have been learning about and writing 
short narratives. We looked at how long and short 
sentences work together to build detail and suspense 
and how direct speech can be used effectively to 
introduce characters or move the story on. We looked 
at the story ‘The Elephant Thief’ as inspiration for our 
writing and have been using the characters of Danny 
and Maharajah (the elephant) in our own narratives. 
We have enjoyed discovering new vocabulary and 
using it in our own creative writing. It has been great 
to share our ideas and magpie from each other to 
improve our own work.  
 
In Maths, our focus has been on Number and Place 
Value and Addition and Subtraction. We have been 
learning about larger numbers in our number system 
and negative numbers. We have consolidated our 
knowledge around methods of addition and 
subtraction and have had some fun timing each 
method to find out which is more efficient.   
 
Our topic this term is ‘Routes to Justice’. We are 
learning all about key changes that have happened and 
how people have worked towards these changes. This 
week we looked at how women got the vote and 
discussed why it is important that all of our voices are 
heard. We will also be looking at the people who 
inspired our class names and the changes that they 
helped to create. 
 
Today has been Pause Day and we have looked at the 
theme ‘Kingdom of God’ and answered the question 
‘What kind of king is Jesus?’ As a year group we had a 
treasure hunt with lots of images and discussed how 
they could link together. We looked at what kings are 
usually like and how this compares to Jesus. We also 
discussed how we can make positive changes in our 
world. It has been a lovely day to pause and reflect. 
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Year 6 News 
 
We had some lovely weather at the start of our 
Summer Term, so in Year 6 we have used the field even 
more for our Daily Mile runs, lunchtimes and lesson 
time too. 
 
In English, we have been learning about biographies. 
We explored the different features using a biography 
about E.B. White, the author of ‘Charlotte’s Web’, to 
help us.  We also practised using parenthesis and 
relative clauses to improve our writing.  Currently we 
are writing a biography about a children’s author, 
researching their life and creating a timeline about their 
life too.  In Guided Reading, we have been reading 
‘Asha and the Spirit Bird’, by Jasbinder Bilan – a book 
we first discovered during Word Book Day in March.  
We will be using her ideas to write our own adventure 
stories.   
 
In Maths, our focus has been area, perimeter and 
volume of different shapes.  Last week, we were 
learning about circles and went on our own ‘hunt’ for 
them, trying to calculate the circumference, diameter 
and radius.  We have also continued to practise our 
arithmetic skills daily too.   
 
In Science, to consolidate our knowledge of life cycles, 
we now have caterpillars in each class! They were very 
small to start with, only 5mm!  We hope to see the 
different stages of their life cycle, and will release the 
butterflies on our school field when they are ready.  
Each day, we add to our ‘Butterfly Diary’, recording 
our observations and noting any changes that have 
taken place.   
 
Our topic this term is, ‘The World is our Oyster’. We 
are learning all about how humans can make an impact 
on the planet – good and bad.  This included creating 
a map of our school grounds and noting any impact we 
observed.  We have also been learning about Jacques 
Cousteau and started to think about his legacy.  
 
Today has been Pause Day and we have looked at the 
theme ‘Kingdom of God’ and answered the question, 

‘What kind of king is Jesus?’ As a year group, we 
considered which people have made a difference to our 
planet - connecting their vision of the world’s best 
future with God’s kingdom.  We also investigated how 
Christians try to serve the needs of people in their 
community.  It has been a great day of reflection. 
 
Online Safety – Essential reminders 
 
Online safety for our children – and ourselves – has 
always been important but this has proved even more 
so in recent months, especially with increased use of 
technology over lockdown. Please do remember just 
how important it is for you to talk to your child about 
their activity online.  We are finding increasing 
numbers of children – as young as Year 3 - who are 
playing online games with people they simply do not 
know. Parental controls are ESSENTIAL.  Please 
make sure you are having regular conversations about 
the online activities in which your child is engaged, 
ensuring you know who they are talking with and the 
safeguards they are taking. Guidance on these 
conversations can be found at: Teaching Your Child 
about Internet & Online Safety | NSPCC 
 
Race to Tokyo 
 
A quick update on our ‘Travel to Tokyo’ challenge. As 
you can see below we have reached Atlanta and are 
now on our way to Brazil and have 4,328 kms to go. 
This means that we have a further 32,450 kms to reach 
Tokyo! 
 
Please do continue to be active and record your 
exercise on the Travel to Tokyo website 
(https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo). It’s quick 
and simple to do. Simply follow the link or google 
‘Travel to Tokyo’. Then enter the school name or 
Postcode – GU11 3SS. Record the exercise and the 
time and let the website do the rest. We’d really like to 
see you getting active as well, so please send in your 
photos of group exercise to the office email address:  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo
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PE Kit – this has also been sent as a separate letter 
and the Uniform List on the website updated 
 
You will hopefully all have seen my message about PE 
kits last week.  I would now like to update you further 
regarding PE. As you know, with Covid restrictions in 
place over the last year we have adapted to some of the 
usual school routines – such as wearing PE kits to 
school on PE days.  During this time, and while our 
uniform suppliers and non-essential shops were closed 
we were happy to be more lenient about the kit that 
children were wearing on these days.  However, as time 
has gone on we now need to review these practices 
again.   It is essential that if we are going to keep the 
practice of children coming into school in their PE kits 
– which has many benefits   - that we establish some 
boundaries please.  
 
Therefore, moving forward it is essential that children 
are wearing school PE kits and looking smart and 
appropriate for school please.  When children do not 
wear appropriate school wear there can be real 
disadvantages to learning.  As explained last week, 
some children have a “mufti day” attitude to school 
and learning on that day.  This can result in behaviour 
issues (anyone who has ever had a mufti day at work 

will know it feels different when in mufti!).  The 
children can look scruffy with mismatched PE kits and 
this has a knock on effect that the pride in their 
uniform and school can be lost.  In addition, hoodies 
have become more prevalent – these are not 
appropriate for school.  
 
Currently, with Covid restrictions still in place within 
school, I would like to keep the practice of children 
wearing PE kits for PE days.  However, moving 
forward, please can all parents make sure that from 
next week and by Monday 17th May at the latest 
your child wears the PE kit as outlined below on these 
days:  
 

 House T shirt – if your child does not have 
a House T shirt then your child needs to 
wear a T shirt (non logo) which is in their 
House colour only please.  

 School sweatshirt or fleece only – NOT a 
non uniform sweatshirt and NO hoodies 
please. 

 Shorts or tracksuit bottoms which are 
black only please. 

 Trainers – these should be worn on PE 
days only please.  
 

The above list forms part of our uniform policy 
moving forward and I hope that those of you whose 
children enjoy wearing their team tracksuits and kits 
while representing teams out of school will know the 
pride this brings. In many team sports at high level a 
team can win or lose a game based on appearance – it 
is about our pride in our school and community.  
 
Thank you for your support with this.  I have given a 
week’s notice to enable parents to ensure their child 
has the correct kit.  We are looking into PE tops for 
staff so that again we model the correct behaviours and 
approach for our children. If I find that the above is 
not being adhered to I will have to review the practice 
of PE kits being worn into school– please do meet me 
half way on this one! We want to make life easier for 
you and for the children, maximising PE and Non PE 

mailto:adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk


                                St Michael’s CE Junior School  

 

Inspired by Him, we serve the community of St Michael’s by creating an inclusive learning culture where 
all differences are respected, where courage is shown to face and overcome adversity, and resilience is 

embedded in our journey to success so we can be the very best we can be. 
 

Respect – Courage – Resilience 

learning time, but we also need to keep up our 
standards and remind children of the importance of 
respecting our school, its community and what it 
stands for. Thank you.  
 
 
 


