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Message from Mrs Tyler 
 
Well the sunshine has certainly brought out the smiles 
for everyone this week. It makes such a difference to 
everyone’s mood and made the return to school after 
half term a little easier! Please do remember that, with 
this lovely weather, it is important that the children 
bring sun hats and also wear suncream each day.  It is 
also key that they have their water bottle in school as 
we want them to keep as hydrated as possible in the 
heat. 
 

We are very much hoping the weather stays lovely for 
our school sports day on Tuesday.  A reminder please 
that you need to send your child in in their sports kit 
on Tuesday (whatever year group they are in) – and 
house colours are essential please with black shorts or 
tracksuit bottoms. Everyone in school will be in sports 
kit on that day, and we look forward to having some 
fun as a whole school – being ever thankful for our 
huge field to spread the children out in order to keep 
them safe. We are sorry that parents will not be able to 
be with us, but thank you for your understanding and 
know that you will be thinking of everyone as we have 
some good healthy competition.  I look forward to 
letting you know the outcome – I am scorer for the day 
so need to make sure my mathematical brain is in gear! 
 

As well as Sports Day, staff are busy planning other 
activities over the rest of this half term too.  Staff have 
worked hard to plan alternative fun activities 
throughout the course of the next few weeks.  The 
balance between these and making sure we are still 
recovering lost learning at every opportunity is a fine 
one but the staff are amazing and so committed and 
my thanks goes to all of them for their never ending 
enthusiasm and desire to get it right for the children. 
They are also, of course, looking carefully at how best 
to plan effective transition activities too, as well as 
preparing end of year reports – it’s always such a busy 
half term! Please remember to check out the year group 
updates elsewhere in this newsletter for more 
information on your child’s year group.  
 

For me, it is a very strange feeling to be heading 
towards my final “end of term”. I veer between denial  

 
 
and excitement!  Transition brings on a whole new 
meaning for me this year with me thinking of my own.  
Courage will, I think, be key for me as the reality dawns 
but I know I have a great team to support me through 
– children, staff and parents too. St Michael’s at its 
best.  
 

Have a lovely weekend, everyone. Let’s hope England 
play well on Sunday! 
 

Children’s Achievements 
 

 Congratulations to Amelie G in Columbus on 
passing the Gold Bar One exam in her street 
dance, fast and slow and double dance group. 
Well done Amelie! 

 Congratulations to Mollie-Rose M-P in Luther 
King for being awarded ‘Star of the Week’ at 
Stage Struck Dance Group for having a 
fantastic attitude. Well done Mollie-Rose! 
 

Covid-19 
 
Thank you to all parents who are continuing to keep 
us informed when their child, or a family member, 
needs to undergo a PCR test following symptoms of 
Covid-19. More particularly, thank you for ensuring 
that you are following the isolation rules in order to 
protect our school community. We have had a couple 
of parents who have asked if they “should bother” with 
a test – the answer is DEFINITELY. We need to 
ensure we can keep all bubbles open so all children can 
come to school. Local schools this week have had 
positive cases and had to send children home – Covid-
19 is still out there and we want to do just that – keep 
it out there and not within! Thank you for your 
understanding and support – we have come this far, 
let’s not jeopardise our bubbles now! 
 
Year News 
 

Year 3 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are heading into our final 
half term with the children. We are looking forward to 
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being outside more, thanks to the lovely weather that 
we are having.  
 

In English, we have been looking at the story ‘Escape 
from Pompeii’. The children have learnt about the 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the devastation that 
was caused as a result. The children have concentrated 
on descriptive writing, direct speech and cause and 
effect. We are currently writing newspaper articles and 
are thinking about layout and language for this text 
type. We used drama to understand how the characters 
would be feeling and some of the children were very 
convincing in their roles! 
 

Our focus in Maths has been addition and subtraction. 
We have practised mental and written methods, 
including using number bonds, rounding, partitioning 
and number lines. Another area that we looked at was 
numbers to 100. The children were given a number and 
asked to calculate how many needed to be added to 
reach 100.  This was achieved using 100 squares and 
diennes. We are about to begin work revising money. 
Our focus will be around the values of coins and 
applying this knowledge to solve problems. 
 

In Science, we are covering the topic of food chains 
and webs. During this topic, we will recognise that 
living things can be grouped in different ways, identify 
and name a variety of living things in their natural 
habitat, and recognise that environments can change. 
The children will become ecologists and explore our 
school grounds. We will think about our local 
environment and how we can protect it.  
 

We are looking forward to the final few weeks as we 
take part in days such as Sports Morning, Armed 
Forces Day, Picture News Day and others. We hope 
that the children enjoy these and tell you all about 
them. 
 

Year 4 
 

It has been lovely seeing the children back in school 
for our new half term. It has been such a glorious start 
to the term with plenty of – well overdue – sunshine, 
and we are feeling enthusiastic and excited about the 
weeks ahead at school. 

 

In English, we are reading ‘The Fastest Boy in the 
World’. We have been using the book to develop 
inference skills and learn new vocabulary. This story is 
about a boy, Solomon, who lives in a village in 
Ethiopia, and dreams of being an Olympian. After a 
short stay in the city, he is forced to leave and run miles 
back to his home in the Ethiopian hills in order to save 
his Grandfather. We have written free verse poems 
using figurative language which compared the bustle of 
the city, where Solomon stayed, with the tranquillity of 
the countryside. Now we are using drama to 
understand the character’s feelings, and writing 
dialogue, which reveals the characters’ feelings, using 
accurate speech punctuation. We are going to use these 
ideas and skills when we write our own adventure story 
where we will have to make a perilous journey to ‘save 
the day’.  
 

In Maths, we have been continuing to practise our 
multiplication skills, with our times table skills sessions 
and through our current maths topic, multiplication 
and division. Children have been using their 
knowledge of their times tables, and the links between 
multiplication and division, to solve multiplication and 
division calculations with bigger numbers, including 
division with remainders. It is great to see that children 
are practising their times tables at home, and we can 
see how their recall accuracy and speed is improving. 
Thank you! 
 

As you know, our topic this term is ‘We came, we saw, 
we conquered’, and we have been learning about the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. In Art, we practised 
sketching figures and painting skills, and applied these 
skills to produce our own painting of the Grendel 
monster or Beowulf warrior, based on the Anglo-
Saxon story ‘Beowulf’. This week, we became 
archaeologists, and analysed artefacts. We made 
deductions and drew conclusions about who the 
owner of the Saxon burial site at Sutton Hoo was. Later 
this month, we have a virtual visit to the Jorvik 
Museum planned, and we are looking forward to 
finding out more about the Vikings and their impact 
on life in Britain.  
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We certainly have a busy, active six weeks ahead of us, 
but this is also an important time because it is the 
children’s last half term in Year Four. We know that 
for some children the expectation of entering a new 
year group can feel exciting. On the other hand, for 
some children this may feel a little daunting. We will be 
supporting all of the Year Four children ready for their 
transition to Year Five, where another exciting year 
awaits them. Thank you for all your support so far this 
year. 
 

Year 5 
 

It has been a lovely, sunny start to this half term and 
we have been getting outside more to enjoy the 
sunshine during our Daily Mile and our PE sessions, 
which we have used to prepare for our Sports Morning 
next week. 
 

In English, we have been looking at the poem ‘The 
Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. We looked at some of 
the vocabulary that is included in the poem and created 
our own glossaries. We also identified figurative 
language used in the poem (similes, metaphors, 
repetition) and created our own examples, which we 
would later use in our own writing. Following this, we 
picked out the features of an informal letter before 
planning and writing our own version of a letter 
between Bess and the Highwayman. The children’s 
ideas have been wonderful and we have really enjoyed 
working with them to create imaginative and 
descriptive writing. They should be very proud of 
themselves.  
 

Our focus in Maths has been multiplication and 
division and we have continued to practise our times 
table facts to support us in this unit. Thank you so 
much for continuing to practise these at home as well. 
We have learnt how to use written methods to multiply 
by a one or a two-digit number and we have revised 
our methods of division. We have also practised 
multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000 and using this to 
convert between units of measure.  
 

In Science, we are covering the topic of sound and 
learning about how sounds are made and how they can 
travel. We have looked at the idea that sounds spread 

out when they are made. We have completed some 
investigations to look at these ideas and have been 
using a ‘same, change, measure’ mind map to help us 
create plans for our investigations. We have made 
logical predictions using our prior knowledge and 
drawn conclusions using what we have found out.  
 

Next week, we will be having a virtual visit from a 
member of the local council to support us with our 
PSHE topic, ‘Looking at the World’. They will be 
telling us about public services in our area and 
nationally and how they are paid for and where the 
money comes from. We are looking forward to our 
topic, thinking about our rights and responsibilities in 
our communities and also hearing from someone who 
is part of our local council. 
 

Year 6 
 

Year 6 have started this half term well; we cannot 
believe it will be their final half term with us!  
 

Today, Year 6 have enjoyed a virtual visit to the Eden 
Project as part of our topic, ‘The World is My Oyster’, 
and were challenged to come up with a plan to create 
a compelling idea for an environmentally friendly and 
socially responsible product for the Eden Shop. A 
series of challenges were set to come up with an idea, 
and it had to fit with Eden’s ethos. The children really 
enjoyed the tasks and worked successfully in teams too.  
 

In Literacy, Year 6 have continued to learn about 
adventure stories, continuing to read ‘Asha and the 
Spirit Bird’, by Jasbinder Bilan in our Guided Reading 
sessions. The story, which is set in the foothills of the 
Himalayas, is about a young girl who decides to set off 
on a dangerous journey, to find her father. The 
children have mapped out an adventure story to 
identify the key parts, identified how an author can 
create suspense, and experimented with writing 
suspense too. They cannot wait to start writing their 
own adventure stories! 
 

Our Maths learning has focused on fractions recently. 
Year 6 revised how to convert improper fractions to 
mixed numbers, and then calculated fractions of an 
amount, showing a great deal of resilience.  This week, 
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the children have been practising their division 
methods, realising it is extremely important to know 
their times tables and be able to recall them quickly! 
TTRockstars Battles are continuing between the 
classes, and children have been working hard to earn 
points for their class.   
 

Just before half term, Year 6 viewed a presentation 
created by The Road Safety Team in Hampshire.  
The interactive workshop asked children to 
consider how they should behave when walking or 
cycling on or near a road, what they should wear, 
what forward planning they should do, as well as 
remind them of the basic rules of the green cross 
code. It was a great way to remind children how to 
keep themselves safe when they are walking and 
cycling, especially as they will shortly be moving 
on to secondary school. 
 

As you know from our May update, each class has been 
observing caterpillars to consolidate the children’s 
knowledge of life cycles. We are pleased to say some 
butterflies emerged during half term, and we cannot 
wait to see the final butterflies appear. 
 

Finally, we would like to say how sensible and mature 
Year 6 have been during their PSHE sessions. They 
have had the opportunity to ask and answer questions, 
whilst always showing respect for others too. 
 

Thank you to all of you for your continued support.  
 

Clean Air Scooter Challenge 
 

A reminder that we will be taking part in the annual 
Clean Air Scooter Challenge between 14th and 18th 
June. We would like to encourage the children to join 
and either scoot, cycle or walk to school. 
 

If you need to drive to school, why not just drive part 
of the way and scoot, cycle or walk the rest to earn 
those valuable points? There are lots of prizes to be 
won for the school and the children! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Race to Tokyo - Update 
 

As you can see below we have now passed Sydney, 
Australia and are on our way to Beijing, China a 
distance of 6,636kms away. This means that we now 
only have 8,735kms to reach our goal - Tokyo! 
 

      
 
Please do continue to be active and record your 
exercise on the Travel to Tokyo website 
(https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo). It’s quick 
and simple to do. Simply follow the link or google 
‘Travel to Tokyo’. Then enter the school name or 
Postcode – GU11 3SS. Record the exercise and the 
time and let the website do the rest. We’d really like to 
see you getting active as well, so please send in your 
photos of group exercise to the office email address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo
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Free Parenting courses 
 

Learning in Libraries (part of Hampshire Library 
Service) are offering FREE courses to parents who 
live in Hampshire. Please use the QR Code below to 
book or follow the link to their  online shop: Online 
learning :: Hampshire libraries learning... 
(hants.gov.uk) 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=558
https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=558
https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=558

