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Message from Mrs Tyler 

 

It barely seems possible that another week has passed 

in school – thankfully one without scaffolding! This 

week, the Year Leaders have provided an update of 

what the children have been doing since the start of 

term.  I hope you find it useful.  

 

As you will know, today is the day that George, our 

wonderful Lollipop Man, retires.  Whilst we all know 

he has certainly earned his retirement, he will be sorely 

missed by everyone in the St. Michael’s Junior School 

Community.  When George took on the job of 

Lollipop man, he only intended to do it for six months 

– fifteen years later he finally gets to hang his lollipop 

up and put his feet up too. I know that many of you 

have already paid tribute to George yourselves, but I 

wanted to add here just how much we have appreciated 

everything he has done to keep our children safe over 

the years.  In addition, he has been a real part of our 

community who has never ceased to make us smile.  

He will be missed more than he could possibly know.  

The children have prepared something for him which 

I hope he will treasure, along with the many memories 

he has of our school.  Thank you, George, and please 

stay safe. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
House Captains 
 
This week we have held our House Captain elections 

within school.  The children in Year 6 who wanted to 

stand for election videoed their election speech and 

this was then streamed into the classes for the 

members of each house to vote for their House 

Captains.  I was incredibly impressed with the speeches 

and the children should all be really proud of their 

courage in putting themselves forward for the role.  

There will be many different roles and responsibilities 

for Year 6 and so I am hoping those who may not have 

been successful for this role will put themselves 

forward for others.  Congratulations to those children 

who were voted in as House Captains. They are as 

follows: 

 

Blackwater 

 

Attenborough  Molly T 

Columbus  Samara C 

Shackleton  Eleanor S 

 
Rowhill 
 
Attenborough  Shanaya S 
Columbus  Grace F 
Shackleton  Kenzi G 
 
Brickfields 
 
Attenborough  Daisy H 
Columbus  Ava N 
Shackleton  Aidan F 
 
Manor 
 
Attenborough  Thomas C 
Columbus  Ruby R 
Shackleton  Libby S 
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Children’s Achievements 
 

 Charlie W in Rowling has been selected to play 
football and train at Chelsea’s Development 
Centre – fantastic achievement, Charlie! He 
was also voted for by his Badshot Lea FC 
teammates to win the ‘player’s player of the 
year’ trophy and picked by the manager to be 
the Team Captain this season. Well done, 
Charlie, we are very proud of you! 

 Devon R in Fleming and Izzy C in Mandela 
both took part in the Hampshire School 
Games daily challenges during the lockdown 
period and have received a medal and 
certificate for their efforts. Well done, Devon 
and Izzy! Keep up the good work. 

 
If your child takes part in activities outside school 
which merit a mention in our newsletter, e.g. sporting 
or musical achievements, please let the School Office 
know, and we shall ensure it is included in the next 
newsletter. 

(adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk) 
 
Year Group News 

 

It has been a great start to the term with all year groups. 

The children have settled in beautifully and have been 

making us proud showing the school values of respect, 

courage and resilience. We are looking forward to all 

of the exciting things that we have planned this term. 

 

Year 3 

 

Our topic this term is Through The Ages, which is all 

about prehistoric Britain from the Stone Age to the 

Iron Age. The children have thoroughly enjoyed this 

topic so far. We have created some cave paintings, 

looked at artefacts from the Stone Age, ordered events 

on a timeline and researched some information that we 

wanted to find out about life in Stone Age Britain.   

 

In Literacy, we are learning how to write a narrative. 

We have looked at character and setting descriptions, 

expanded noun phrases, punctuation and how to plan 

a story. We have thought about how we can use story 

maps, adjectives and conjunctions in our work. 

Our Maths learning has been about place value and 

addition and subtraction. We have been learning to add 

and subtract ten, or multiples of ten, to any number 

and how addition and subtraction are related. The 

children have been using bar models to show their 

understanding and they have begun to use written 

explanations in their maths work. 

It has been wonderful to have the children back in the 

classroom and to see all of their fantastic learning. We 

hope that they have been able to talk to you about all 

of the wonderful things they have been up to. 

Year 4 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Journey to Another World’, 

which is about real and imagined journeys to new 

worlds. The children have thoroughly enjoyed starting 

their topic, with a session where they shared their 

opinions about their own personal journeys over the 

last few months, how our world has changed over the 

year, and the positive and negative impact of those 

changes. They imagined they could journey to a new 

planet, and drew what that new planet would look like 

and wrote about the important and ‘special’ features it 

would include – and the things that would not be 

allowed! We have also been appreciating different 

pieces of music, and responding to this music through 

art. Next, the children will begin creating their own 

musical compositions based on a journey to a new 

world.  

In Literacy, we have been developing our descriptive 

language. We have been using fronted adverbials and 

extending our sentences using conjunctions. Now, we 

are applying this learning in our descriptive writing 

mailto:adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
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about dragons based on the book ‘Fantastic Beasts’ by 

J.K. Rowling.  

Our Maths learning has been about place value and 

addition and subtraction. We have been learning to 

compare and order numbers using number lines, find 

10, 100 and 1000 more and less of three and four digit 

numbers, and round numbers to help them to estimate 

answers to calculations. The children have been 

developing their mathematical explanations using 

mathematical vocabulary. 

Year 5 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Near, Far, Wherever You Are’, 

which is all about the Titanic and the area of 

Southampton. The children have thoroughly enjoyed 

starting their topic with a session where the children 

were introduced to a range of artefacts. They discussed 

the links that they noticed, posed some fantastic 

questions and tried their hand at some sketching. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed exploring these artefacts 

and there were some superb results. 

 

In Literacy, we have been writing diary entries from the 

point of view of an explorer. We have looked at a clip 

called ‘Pandora’, which is about the fictional planet of 

the same name. We thought about how we can use 

adjectives, prepositions and adverbs to improve our 

writing.  

 

Our Maths learning has been about place value and 

addition and subtraction. We have been learning to 

round to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000 and to use 

efficient mental strategies when adding and 

subtracting. 

Year 6 

 

It has been an exciting start to the term with Year 6. 
The children have settled in really well and shown 
everybody what great role models they can be, while 
showing the school values of respect, courage and 
resilience. We have been talking about different roles 

and responsibilities with Year 6 and have been so 
proud of them wanting to take on more responsibilities 
– we have had some great discussions!  

 
Our topic this term is ‘The Road to Discovery’, and in 
class we have been researching different explorers, so 
we can answer the question, ‘Who is the greatest 
explorer?’  The children thoroughly enjoyed starting 
their topic with a session where they became detectives 
and examined artefacts in order to guess who the 
artefacts belonged to.  Our children have been asking 
some probing questions too! 
  
In Literacy, we have written a diary entry from the 
point of view of Rob Tesar, a student who became 
stuck in quicksand!  Please do ask your child to explain 
the story to you.   We have also looked at writing in 
time order and in the past tense, and been looking at 
how to improve our work in editing sessions.  

 
Our Maths learning has been about place value and 
addition and subtraction. We have been learning to 
apply our knowledge to solve problems and we have 
been investigating independently. We have spent time 
each week rehearsing our times tables too. We are 
determined to get quicker at recall!  

 
National Poetry Day 
 
Next week, Thursday October 1st, is National Poetry 
Day, and the theme this year is ‘Vision’. To celebrate 
this day, children at St Michael’s are going to listen to, 
read and perform a range of poems, and hopefully be 
inspired to perform and write their own poetry. We 
hope this day will encourage children’s enjoyment of 
poetry, love of language - and even inspire some 
children to write more of their own poetry when they 
are at home! We are really looking forward to sharing 
the children’s poetic endeavours on our school 
website. 
 
Walktober 2020: Walking to Wellbeing 
 
This October, St Michael’s will be promoting 
Walktober. This is a challenge, run by the Travel 



                                St Michael’s CE Junior School  

 

Inspired by Him, we serve the community of St Michael’s by creating an inclusive learning culture where 
all differences are respected, where courage is shown to face and overcome adversity, and resilience is 

embedded in our journey to success so we can be the very best we can be. 
 

Respect – Courage – Resilience 

Planning Teams at Hampshire County Council and 
Southampton City Council, which is held each 
October to celebrate International Walk to School 
Month. 
 
As well as Walktober, we will also be promoting Walk 
to School Week (5th-9th October), both delayed due to 
Covid-19. 
 
We will be sending out family packs so that you can 
also get involved at home. Watch this space! 
 
2020/2021 – Music Mark School 
 
We are thrilled that we have been awarded the Music 
Mark by Hampshire Music Service for another year. 
This award recognises the value we place on music and 
our commitment to creating a broad and balanced 
curriculum for our children. Well done, everyone!  
 
School Meals – Small Price Increase 
 
Please see the attached letter from HC3S Catering 
Support advising of the small increase in school meals 
from 1st November 2020.  
 
Please contact the school office if your circumstances 
have recently changed and you believe you may be 
entitled to Free School Meals.  
 
School Crossing Patrol 
 
A very important reminder that, with George leaving 

today, there will be NO crossing patrol outside the 

school.  I have been pushing the Local Authority to let 

me know when they will replace George but they have 

not been forthcoming so far.  Leo Docherty, our local 

MP, has also joined me in reinforcing the importance 

of our crossing patrol and urging them to treat this as 

a priority.  I will, of course, keep you updated.  Please 

ensure you are all extremely careful when crossing 

the road and extra vigilant while there is no patrol 

in place.  

 

Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!                
 
New Girls Football Opportunity run by Aldershot 
Town Football Foundation 
 
Aldershot Town Football Foundation have asked us to 
inform you that the Girls’ Development Centre is 
opening on the 28th September. 
  
Sessions will run from 5.00 pm until 7.00 pm through 
to July 2021 (term time only) at the new 3G facility at 
Tomlinscote School and are available to U7–U16 
Girls. On line bookings for the Girls Development 
Centre are available by clicking the following link: 
https://bit.ly/3hihOC6 
or by visiting www.shotsfoundation.org 
 
The sessions are delivered by UEFA and FA Qualified 
Coaches who work with Aldershot Town F.C 
Academy Teams. 
 
Diary Dates 

 

1st Oct   National Poetry Day 
26th – 30th Oct  Half term 
17th Nov  Flu Immunisation Programme 
25th Nov INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
21st Dec-1st Jan  Christmas Holidays 
4th Jan INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
 

 

https://bit.ly/3hihOC6
http://www.shotsfoundation.org/

