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Message from Mrs Tyler 

 

Well, we have made it to half term and I, for one, am 
so incredibly grateful to each and every person who has 
supported us in making this a really positive half term.  
There was significant expectation before the start of 
term, with so very much riding on the safety and 
security of systems and processes; the cooperation of 
parents to trust us to provide a safe environment for 
their children; and of course the willingness of the 
children to come back to school and embrace learning 
within a different environment once more. Added to 
this was the immense feeling of responsibility amongst 
all staff to ensure we got it right. I could not be more 
proud to have made it this far with each and every one 
of you in our school community. We have each played 
our part and I would like to thank everyone for their 
support.  We truly have a unique and very special 
school community, of which I am immensely proud. 
 
The road ahead for all of us across the country looks 
like it will be a very tough one and one which will really 
test our values, most particularly our courage and 
resilience.  I know that, having one daughter in London 
and one in Manchester, I am already wondering when 
I will next get to be with my family, and I know that so 
very many of you will be the same.  This is where our 
support for each other is key.  We need to be open and 
honest when we are feeling uncertain or unsure – we 
need to remember that it is ok not to be ok.  When we 
are feeling strong, we need to share those feelings and 
remind others that this, too, shall pass. We must never 
lose hope – and all the while we have each other there 
is so much to hope for and reflect upon.  I have 
attempted to outline some of my hopes as we break for 
half term and some of the possible reflections that may 
result from recent weeks. 
 
More than anything, I hope that the children will look 
back on this half term and reflect on just how 
respectful, courageous and resilient they have been – 
in short, they have been amazing.  They have adapted 
(mainly without exception!) to the very different 
procedures we have in place in school and they have  

 
 
given the adults in school – and each other - so many 
wonderful moments of joy and appreciation as they 
move forward with their learning.  
 
I hope that parents will reflect with pride on what their 
children have achieved because of the support they 
have had from home and throughout lockdown. 
Mostly, however, I hope that parents will reflect on just 
how amazing they themselves have been in these 
unprecedented times.  Juggling work, home learning, 
parenting, plus anything else that life has thrown your 
way – and there have been so many things – has tested 
the patience and will of everyone.  However, here we 
are, able to reflect on how far we have come.  
 
I truly hope that my staff will approach half term and 
reflect upon just how much they have achieved since 
the summer. The moments within school that we have 
enjoyed together with the children only come through 
hard work, dedication and commitment. Each member 
of my staff has – to a person – given everything to 
make sure the return to school and continued learning 
has been successful.  I hope they will take time for 
themselves over the coming days of half term to 
recharge ready for the next instalment! 
 
As for me, my main reflection this half term (and there 
have been many!) has been just how lucky and proud I 
am to be the Headteacher of St Michael’s Junior 
School.  I hope that I may find time to recharge my 
batteries somewhat over the half term break as I am 
very aware that this is a marathon and not a sprint.  My 
biggest hope is that, as we navigate our way through 
the next stage of the pandemic, there will be different 
– and better – things on the other side.  There must 
surely be a better future for us all ahead. Together, we 
will ensure there is. 
 
Have a wonderful half term, everyone. 
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Children’s Achievements 
 

 Thomas C in Attenborough has been selected 
from a large number of children and young 
people across the country to be an advisor to 
the National Church of England. He will help 
to inform new policies and strategies on faith 
for young people. That is quite some 
achievement, Thomas, well done! 

 Talulah H in Luther King and Honey G in 
Rosen both passed their Grade 1 ballet exam 
with Honours. Congratulations, Tallulah and 
Holly!  

 Nancy W in Hawking received Player of the 
Game for excellent tackling and assisting in a 
goal whilst playing for the Under 9’s Junior 
Shots football team against Curly Park Rangers 
from Bagshot. Brilliant news, well done, 
Nancy!  

 

If your child takes part in activities outside school 
which merit a mention in our newsletter, e.g. sporting 
or musical achievements, please let the School Office 
know, and we shall ensure it is included in the next 
newsletter. 

(adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk) 
 
Year 3 News 
 
In Literacy, we have been learning how to write a set 
of instructions. We have looked at the features of 
instructions, imperative verbs, conjunctions and 
command sentences. We have applied this learning to 
the children’s understanding of prehistoric creatures. 
The children really enjoyed reading ‘How to wash a 
woolly mammoth’. 
 
Your child will have received their E-Library login and 
details about how to use this service have been sent 
home. We hope that you will enjoy exploring the books 
that are available on this platform. 
 

 
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on money, 
length and multiplication. We have been thinking 
about the value of coins, understanding different ways 
to make the same amount using coins, learnt how to 
use a ruler to measure, learnt what perimeter is and 
now we are looking at the 3 and 4 multiplication tables. 
All children have a TTRockstars login, are familiar with 
the website and your child’s class teacher will have set 
appropriate multiplication tables for each individual 
child. 
 
Science this half term has been looking at plants and 
magnets. The children have taken great pleasure in 
being able to look at plants in more detail, explore the 
outdoor areas, learn what a magnetic field is and have 
an understanding of magnetic and non-magnetic 
materials.  
 
Our topic of Through The Ages is continuing after half 
term. Thank you for all of your home learning projects. 
We have been amazed by the level of detail, care and 
attention that you have given these projects. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
 
Year 4 News 
 
We have been very busy in Year 4. In English, we have 
been learning how to write information texts, using 
technical vocabulary, modified expanded noun phrases 
and punctuation within sentences. We are applying this 
learning to our fact files about mythical and magical 
creatures. We have been comparing themes in the 
different stories that we have read, and we have 
explored language for effect. The children have written 
some amazing poems, using a range of figurative 
language. Your child will have received their E-Library 
login, and the details about how to use this service have 
been sent home. We hope that you will enjoy exploring 
the books that are available on this platform. 
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on using and 
applying efficient mental strategies, times tables skills 
and measure. We have been learning to multiply and 

mailto:adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
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divide by 10, 100 and 1000, and applied this to 
reasoning and problem solving. All children now have 
a TT Rockstars login, are familiar with the website and  
your child’s class teacher will have set appropriate 
multiplication tables for each individual child. 
 
We have continued with our ‘Journey to Another 
World’ topic. In Music, the children have started to 
develop their compositions using graphic notation. In 
Art, the children have been learning about famous 
artists, studying their techniques and practising their 
drawing skills, which they will apply to their ‘Journey 
to Another World’ art work after the half-term.  
 
Thank you so much for the fantastic home learning 
projects that we have received. We have been really 
impressed by the children’s homework, and we are 
proud of the children’s achievements.    
 
Year 5 News 
 
In Literacy, we have been learning how to write an 

effective information text. We have looked at 

expanded noun phrases, formal language and fronted 

adverbials to make our writing more engaging. Your 

child will have received their E-Library login and 

details about how to use this service have been sent 

home. We hope that you will enjoy exploring the books 

that are available on this platform. 

 

Our Maths learning has been focussed on Addition, 

Subtraction, Multiplication and Division. We have 

been learning to use written methods for addition, 

subtraction and multiplication and how to use these to 

complete reasoning problems. All children have a 

TTRockstars login, are familiar with the website and 

your child’s class teacher will have set appropriate 

multiplication tables for each individual child. 

 

We have continued to learn about the Titanic this term 

and the children have done some fantastic work 

looking at different sources and what we can find out 

from them. They have had some wonderful 

discussions about why different accounts may come 

about and what makes a source reliable. In Science, the  

children have been learning about Space. We have 

learnt how day and night occur and have planned and 

carried out an investigation about how much light a 

planet may get. 

 

Thank you to all of you for supporting the children 

with their Home Learning projects creating their own 

planet. We have had some excellent homework and we 

are so proud of the children’s work.  

 
Year 6 News 
 
In Literacy, we wrote a newspaper article about Rob 

Tesar, the student who became stuck in quicksand.  We 

looked at formal language and practised writing direct 

and reported speech.  Last week, we wrote a story, 

using ‘Chaperon Rouge’, from The Literacy Shed.  The 

children used figurative language to describe the 

frightening events!   

 

Your child will have received their E-Library login and 

details about how to use this service have been sent 

home. We hope that you will enjoy exploring the books 

that are available on this platform. 

 

Our Maths learning has been focussed on 

Multiplication and Division. We have been learning 

about multiples, factors, prime numbers, square 

numbers and cube numbers.  We have been working 

independently to investigate these numbers in order to 

answer questions.  All children have a TTRockstars 

login, are familiar with the website and your child’s 

class teacher will have set appropriate multiplication 

tables for each individual child. 

 

We have continued to learn about Explorers this term 

and the children have researched Attenborough, 

Shackleton and Columbus, noting their successes and 

failures, in order to join in with a debate after half term.  

In Art, the children have been learning about the artist,  
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Daniel Wall, discovering how he uses perspective in his 

artwork.   

 

Thank you for supporting the children with their 

fantastic Home Learning projects – we have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning even more about them.  

They are so creative!    

 
Flu Immunisation Programme 
 
Please remember that the annual flu vaccination will 
take place in school on Tuesday 17th November. If you 
have not already done so, please click on the following 
link to access the online consent form: 
 
https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/for
ms/flu - the unique code for our school is SH116333. 
 
Your form must be submitted by Thursday 12th 
November to ensure your child receives their 
vaccination. 
 
A letter detailing further information was forwarded to 
you by email on 6th October 2020 – please see copy 
attached. 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

We are supporting The Royal British Legion Poppy 
School Appeal again this year. This also corresponds 
with our Remembrance Week which will be from 9th-
13th November. Poppies, and poppy related items will 
be available, in school, after the half term holiday. A 
suggested donation for the items sent to us in the 
school pack are as follows: 

 Eraser   50p 

 Pencil Sharpener 50p 

 Pencil   50p 

 Zip Pull  50p 

 Reflector  50p 

 Silicon Wristband £1 

 Ruler   £1 

 Snap Band  £1.50 

Each class bubble will have their own collection pot 
and pack of items to ensure we are Covid secure. 

Children in Need 

 

This Year’s Children in Need Day is Friday 13th 

November, and this year the theme is “Come as 

yourself”.  This is to help support and raise money to 

help young people’s mental wellbeing.  This means that 

it should be really easy this year for us all to join in to 

support the cause.  Therefore, on Friday 13th 

November, everyone can “come dressed as yourself” 

and so there is no need to wear uniform on that day.  

In return, please can we ask you to send in any spare 

coins (or notes!) to donate to Children in Need.  Each 

class will have a separate donation pot to ensure that 

we are Covid secure. Thank you for your support. 

 

Admissions to Year 3 – September 2021 

 

As you will know, we usually offer tours and an 

information evening for our prospective Year 3 

parents in the Autumn term to help with their choice 

of school. Unfortunately, due to the current Covid-19 

regulations, we are unable to invite parents into school 

at this time. Therefore we have produced a video and 

presentation to provide any prospective parents with 

further information which we hope they will find 

useful. Please do signpost any parents who may be 

interested.  The link can be found as follows:   

https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/a

dmissions/ 

 
Absence 
 
Please remember that if your child is not in school for 
any reason, you must let us know. We have to account 
for each child’s whereabouts in accordance with our 
safeguarding duties.  
 

https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/forms/flu
https://www.southernhealthimmunisations.co.uk/forms/flu
https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/admissions/
https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/admissions/
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This is why information about the cause of any absence 
is always required. If your child is absent you must: 
 

 Contact us as soon as possible on the first day 
of absence 

 Phone each day on which your child is absent 
– you must do this even if you have already 
telephoned us please. 
 

Reminder - School Meals – Small Price Increase 
 
Please can we remind you of the increase in the price 
of school meals from 1st November 2020. This increase 
is being introduced to meet the rising cost of providing 
school meals, which takes the price per meal to £2.50. 
 
Please contact the school office if your circumstances 
have recently changed and you believe you may be 
entitled to Free School Meals.  
 
Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!                
 
Please help us to raise funds for our school via the 
Rushmoor Lottery  
 

A reminder that our school is now one of the good 
causes supported by The Rushmoor Community 
Lottery.  This is a weekly lottery that raises money for 
good causes in Rushmoor. Tickets cost just £1 per 
week. Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize 
each week, with the top prize being £25,000! From 
every £1 ticket you buy, 50p will go to us, with another  
 
10p to the other causes who are within the 
lottery. Please do consider supporting our school by 
buying tickets and promoting the Lottery. 
 

Thank you and good luck!  
 

 

Diary Dates 

 

26th – 30th Oct  Half term 
9th-13th Nov  Remembrance Week 
13th Nov Children in Need – Mufti Day. 

(Donations go to Children in 
Need) 

17th Nov  Flu Immunisation Programme 
25th Nov INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
16th Dec Christmas Lunch 
21st Dec-1st Jan  Christmas Holidays 
4th Jan INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
 

 


