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Respect – Courage – Resilience 

Message from Mrs Tyler 

 

We have, as I hope your children have told you, had 
Remembrance Week in school this week.  The reports 
from each of the year groups  elsewhere in the 
Newsletter give a little more detail about what 
specifically the children have been doing related to our 
theme, alongside information about the other learning 
that has been going on. I hope that you find it useful.  
On Wednesday, the whole school – in the individual 
class bubbles – participated in two minutes silence, and 
I was so incredibly proud of each and every one of the 
children for the respect that they demonstrated.  The 
silence ended with the Last Post and the sound of this 
echoing through the corridors was really quite 
something.  
 
Today, there has been a different sort of atmosphere 
coming from the bubbles as we celebrate Children in 
Need Day.  Thank you to everyone who brought in a 
donation for this wonderful charity – once the money 
has been counted we will let you know the total (this 
won’t be today as we have to isolate the money for a 
period of time for safety reasons).  In the Year 5 and 6 
classes (because the classrooms are so big and this can 
be done safely!) the children joined in with the last 20 
minutes of Joe Wicks 24 hour PE challenge – with 
great enthusiasm.  For those who didn’t manage to 
catch any of it, he managed to raise £1,520,020 within 
the 24 hour period – a real example of what you can 
achieve if you put your mind to it; something we tell 
the children all the time. If I feel tired at the end of this 
week, I don’t think I can complain compared to what 
he must be feeling!  
 
Yesterday it was really good to have our first virtual 
Parent Forum meeting.  Thank you, as ever, to the 
parents who make up this group of representatives and 
to those new members who joined us this term. I shall 
look forward to our meetings.  Minutes will be posted 
on the website once complete.  
 
Finally, a particular thank you for the understanding 
you all showed following the letter that went home this 
week informing you of a positive Covid case in school.  

A couple of parents asked me to clarify why a whole 
bubble was not sent home and I thought it would be 
useful to explain more widely here.  In brief, when a 
case is reported to Public Health England, they ask a 
set of very specific questions related to things such as 
the timetable in class, the specific seating 
arrangements, friendship groups and also direct and 
proximity contacts of the person infected.  They also 
base their advice on the last date the person was in 
school.  This means that each case is based on 
individual circumstances and also on the procedures in 
place to minimise contact.  Therefore, it will not be in 
every circumstance that a whole bubble is sent home.  
The most important factor to remember is that the 
correct advice will always be sought from Public 
Health England to make sure that correct procedures 
are being followed.  
 
I hope that you all have a lovely weekend – I know that 
I am certainly ready for mine! 
 
Children’s Achievements 
 

 Luke B in Mandela came 14th out of 55 in his 
first karting championship, having only started 
to race competitively in August! Wow, Luke, 
well done! 

If your child takes part in activities outside school 
which merit a mention in our newsletter, e.g. sporting 
or musical achievements, please let the School Office 
know, and we shall ensure it is included in the next 
newsletter. 

(adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk) 
 
Year 3 News 
 
We have had a lovely start to the half term and we have 
enjoyed continuing with our topic Through The Ages. 
This week has been Remembrance Week in school and 
the children have been looking at a story about a child 
who was evacuated in World War 2. They have written 
diary entries from the point of view of this child and 
included how they think he would have felt. They have 

mailto:adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
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also produced some silhouette pictures of soldiers and 
oil pastel poppy designs. 
 
In Literacy, we have been reading our text The King 
who banned the dark. We have been thinking about 
reasons for banning the dark and trying to persuade 
others to agree with us. Our final piece will be from 
the point of view of the King trying to persuade our 
subjects that the dark should, indeed, be banned. 
 
We hope that you have been able to log on to the e-
library service and that your child is enjoying exploring 
the books that are available on this platform. You will 
also have received the children’s personalised 
curriculum spelling lists. These are words that the 
children need to learn and we would be grateful if you 
could practise them regularly at home. 
 
Our maths learning has been focussed on 
multiplication and division. We have been learning 
different methods to help us to calculate the Three 
Times Table, the Four Times Table and some new 
mathematical vocabulary including “commutative” 
and “multiples”. All children should have a 
TTRockstars login and we hope that they have enjoyed 
taking part in Maths Week England this week.  
 
In Science, the children have started a new topic 
looking at solids, liquids and gases. They have learned 
about the particles within these states of matter and 
some properties of the materials such as the fact that a 
liquid can be poured and a solid can be cut.  
 
Thank you to all of you for your continued support.  
 
Year 4 News 
 
We have had a great start to the half term with 
everyone and we have enjoyed continuing with our 
topic ‘Journey to Another World’. This week has been 
Remembrance Week and the children have been 
studying the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’, performing the 
poem and also writing some lovely, touching poems to 
express their feelings about Remembrance and the 

symbol of the poppy. We observed the two minutes 
silence in class on Wednesday. 
 
In Literacy, we have completed our dragon fact files. 
We have looked at using scientific nouns and precise 
adjectives to describe our imaginary dragon. We hope 
that you have been able to log on to the e-library 
service and that your child is enjoying exploring the 
books that are available on this platform. You will also 
have received the children’s personalised curriculum 
spelling lists. These are words that the children need to 
learn and we would be grateful if you could practise 
them regularly at home. 
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on 
Multiplication and Division. We have been learning 
strategies to help calculate our Times Tables and 
learning about the link between multiplication and 
division. Children have applied this learning to solving 
multiplication and division questions. All children 
should have a TTRockstars login and we hope that 
they have enjoyed taking part in Maths Week England 
this week.  
 
In Science, we have started our Electricity topic. The 
children will be exploring how to construct a circuit, 
and the effect of changing components in the circuit. 
They will be applying this learning in Design 
Technology when they make their own lights.  
 
In Art, we have been practising sketching techniques 
to create an effective outline of an instrument, which 
will be used on our album covers that we are creating. 
This week, the children have applied this learning to 
create some amazing scenes of the London skyline at 
night during the WW2 bombings.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Year 5 News 
 
We have had a lovely start to the half term and enjoyed 
continuing with our topic ‘Near, Far, Wherever you 
Are’. This week has been Remembrance Week and the 
children have been looking at the story of ‘Peace Lily’ 
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as well as writing poems about soldiers and nurses in 
the war. We observed the two minutes silence in class 
on Wednesday. 
 
In Literacy, we have been learning how to write a 
character description. We have looked at using 
expanded noun phrases, similes and metaphors and 
powerful adjectives to describe Daisy, the hero dog. 
We hope that you have been able to log on to the e-
library service and that your child is enjoying exploring 
the books that are available on this platform. You will 
have received the children’s personalised curriculum 
spelling lists. These are words that the children need to 
learn and we would be grateful if you could practise 
them regularly at home. 
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on 
Multiplication and Division and Fractions. We have 
been learning to use written division methods and have 
begun to look at finding equivalent fractions. All 
children should have a TTRockstars login and we hope 
that they have enjoyed taking part in Maths Week 
England this week.  
 
We have continued to learn about the Titanic this term 
and the children have done some fantastic work 
looking at the changes that happened as a result of the 
sinking of the Titanic. They have started their final art 
pieces which use their skills of shading, mark making 
and proportion and perspective. They are looking 
wonderful.  
 
In Science, the children have been learning about 
Space. We have learnt about bigger masses exerting a 
bigger force of gravity e.g. Jupiter has a greater force 
of gravity than Earth. We have also looked at what we 
think would happen to a dust cloud in Space using 
everything we have learnt.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Year 6 News 
 
Year 6 have started the half term well, and been 
focused on their learning.  This week has been 

Remembrance Week, and in English the children 
watched an animation called ‘Beyond the Lines’, which 
can be found here: 
https://www.literacyshed.com/beyondthelines.html. 
We have written a descriptive piece about the 
animation.  In Guided Reading, we read ‘For the 
Fallen’, by Laurence Binyon, and discussed the 
meaning of the poem, and in Art we have been creating 
silhouettes of soldiers on a pastel background – the 
children have been working hard on all tasks this week, 
and shown great respect too.  
    
We hope that you have been able to log on to the e-
library service and that your child is enjoying exploring 
the books that are available on this platform. Last 
week, we sent home children’s individual highlighted 
spelling lists. These are words that the children need to 
learn and we would be grateful if you could practise 
them regularly at home. 
 
Our Maths learning has been focused on Fractions. We 
have been learning how to calculate equivalent 
fractions and how to simplify fractions.  More recently, 
we have been converting improper fractions to mixed 
numbers – the children have been showing a great deal 
of resilience!  TTRockstars Battles have also been 
organised between the Year 6 classes, and children 
have been working hard to earn points for their class.  
We hope that they have enjoyed taking part in Maths 
Week England this week too.  
 
We have enjoyed continuing our topic ‘The Road to 
Discovery’, and have mapped the journeys of our three 
explorers, whilst considering the equipment they had 
available at the time.  
  
Last week, we had Science Day.  The children created 
their own circuits and had to make a piece of 
equipment for an explorer.  The equipment had to 
contain a circuit.  We ended the day by setting up an 
experiment and the children are keen to discuss the 
results! 
 
Thank you to all of you for your continued support.  
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/beyondthelines.html
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Let’s Get Active! 
 
This week has seen the launch of our pledge to get 
everybody active, every day. Physical activity is 
important for everyone. Not only can it reduce the risk 
of some diseases but it keeps our bodies healthy and 
benefits our mental health as well. Therefore, on the 
days on which children do not have a P.E lesson, they 
will be participating in either the Golden mile around 
school or the Active 4. 
 
In partnership with MSport Active, children will be 
challenging themselves to beat their own scores and 
participate in a number of different exercises twice a 
week. Furthermore, every class will be taking part in 
the Golden mile. The totals will be added up to 
calculate the distance each year group has run. A 
running total of the school will also be kept in an 
attempt to run ‘around’ the world! So, get your running 
shoes on and keep your eyes peeled for future updates 
on this challenge.  
 
Lastly, we have also started an exciting sports club 
which will run at lunch time this half term. Each 
bubble will have two opportunities to spend time 
doing some organised, competitive sport with Mr 
Sanders in the hall. The sport this half term will be 
dodge ball, so get ready to duck, dive and dodge. 
  
Please be advised that children will not have to bring 
or wear anything extra for these activities, so please 
only send children to school wearing PE kit on the days 
your child has a PE lesson.   
 
Stay safe, but stay active! 
 
Christmas Cards - Winning Designs 

 

As you may remember, we sent out a letter regarding 

the Christmas Design Project and said that Mrs Tyler 

would choose some of the designs for our school 

Christmas cards this year. The 3 designs that were 

chosen came from: 

 

 Isla M in Curie 

 Amelie R in Columbus 

 Calia C in Hawking 

 

All of the designs that Mrs Tyler looked at were 

fantastic and it was difficult to choose just 3! Thank 

you to everyone who entered, and well done Isla, 

Amelie and Calia. 

 

Primary School Christmas Card Competition 

 

On the subject of Christmas cards, our local MP, Leo 
Docherty, has told us that he is once again running his 
annual Primary School Christmas Card Competition 
for local school children across Aldershot, 
Farnborough, Blackwater and Hawley to create an 
original design for his 2020 Christmas card.  
  
The winning entry will feature as the design of this 
year’s card alongside the name, class and school of the 
winning pupil. These cards will be sent to many 
hundreds of local residents, community groups, and 
businesses across our community.  
  
All children that take part will receive a hand-signed 
certificate of participation and letters of 
commendation will be sent to the short listed entries 
of each school.  
  
If you would like your child to take part, the theme for 
this year is “The Magic of Christmas” so, they need 
to draw a colourful picture based on the theme of 
Christmas, on an A4 sheet of paper/card. Please 
ensure that your child’s entry includes their name and 
age and ask them to hand it to their Class Teacher 
by Wednesday 18th November.  
  
INSET Day 

Please be aware that school will be closed for the 

children on Wednesday 25th November as we have an 

INSET day for teacher training. 
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Admission to Year 3 – September 2021 

 

As you will know, we usually offer tours and an 

information evening for our prospective Year 3 

parents in the Autumn term to help with their choice 

of school. Unfortunately, due to the current Covid-19 

regulations, we are unable to invite parents into school 

at this time. Therefore we have produced a video and 

presentation which  can be found at:   

https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/a

dmissions/ 

Please signpost anyone who you know may be 
interested. 
 
Applications for a Year 3 place at a Junior School in 
September 2021 must be submitted by midnight on 
Friday 15th January 2021. 
 
Absence 
 
Please remember that if your child is not in school for 
any reason, you must let us know. We have to account 
for each child’s whereabouts in accordance with our 
safeguarding duties and we also currently have to 
inform the Department for Education every day of our 
attendance figures and reasons for absence. This is why 
information about the cause of any absence is always 
required. If your child is absent you must: 
 

 Contact us as soon as possible on the first day 
of absence 

 Phone each day on which your child is absent 
– you must do this even if you have already 
telephoned us please. 
 

Uniform – Hair 
 
A reminder that in accordance with our Uniform 
policy, coloured hair is not allowed in school and that 
long hair should be tied back during the school day. 
Please use plain headbands, clips or bobbles that 
complement the school uniform.  

 
Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!    
 
Parking Outside School 
 
As you are aware, we have NO crossing patrol outside 

the school at present. With this in mind, it is very 

important to remind you of the need to park safely and 

responsibly when picking up your children. We have 

had reports of cars not parking safely, and sometimes 

without care.  Please ensure you follow the rules of 

the Highway Code when parking and think of the 

safety of others around you.  

 
Rushmoor Lottery  
 

A reminder that our school is now one of the good 
causes supported by The Rushmoor Community 
Lottery.  This is a weekly lottery that raises money for 
good causes in Rushmoor. Tickets cost just £1 per 
week. Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize 
each week, with the top prize being £25,000! From 
every £1 ticket you buy, 50p will go to us, with another  
10p to the other causes who are within the 
lottery. Please do consider supporting our school by 
buying tickets and promoting the Lottery. 
 

Thank you and good luck!  
 

Diary Dates 

 

17th Nov  Flu Immunisation Programme 
25th Nov INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
16th Dec Christmas Lunch 
21st Dec-1st Jan  Christmas Holidays 
4th Jan INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
15th-19th Feb Half Term 

https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/admissions/
https://www.stmichaelscejunior.co.uk/information/admissions/

