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Respect – Courage – Resilience 

Message from Mrs Tyler 

 

As we are about to embark on the next stage of 
lockdowns and restrictions, I do hope that you and 
your families are all keeping safe and well. This year has 
been so tough for everyone, and it is important as we 
approach Advent and Christmas, which can bring a 
variety of emotions in any year to our families, that we 
take time to stop, reflect and remember the importance 
of kindness and reaching out to others who may need 
additional support, or at the very least our thoughts, at 
this time. You may have seen in the media over the last 
week a campaign started by Picture News for schools 
and organisations to share hearts and messages with 
local care homes. As part of our work with the 
community, we shall be taking part in this campaign 
and every child in school will be decorating a heart and 
adding their own message to it. We will then be sharing 
the hearts with some of our local care homes. We have 
already made contact with some of them and they are 
delighted to know that we will be linking up with them 
in this way. If you would like to find out more 
information you can search the hashtag 
#heartsforhomes on social media or visit the Picture 
News link: 
https://www.picture-news.co.uk/blog/hearts-for-
homes-picture-news-christmas-campaign/ 
 
On the subject of reflection and taking time, today in 
school we have held our very own Pause Day.  A Pause 
Day is a day on which the focus for the day is Religious 
Education, and it gives us the opportunity to stop and 
reflect about various aspects of life.  Today, each year 
group participated in various activities about Creation, 
thinking about what Creation specifically means to 
them.  There has been some great thinking and 
reflection across the school and the children have really 
impressed us with their thoughts and ideas.   I hope 
they share some of their learning with you.  
 
Finally, I wanted to let you know that each year group 
has contributed to our St Michael’s Angel, pictured 
below, that will appear in Guildford Cathedral’s 
Christmas figures exhibition this year.  The school 
Christmas figures at Guildford Cathedral are the most 

popular art exhibition they host every year. This year 
they asked schools to contribute angels to create a 
heavenly host for Christmas. It has been a real team 
effort to create our angel – and quarantining different 
sections before the next year group could work on it 
was an extra challenge!  The exhibition will have figures 
made by pupils of all ages from nursery to sixth form 
and all angels will, of course, look different! Our angel 
is being delivered over this weekend and all Angels will 
be on display from 3rd December to 2nd February 2021. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, everyone. 
 

 
 
Poppy Day and Children in Need 
 
We were really overwhelmed with everyone’s 
generosity for these two causes this year.  Our Poppy 
Appeal raised £587.01 and Children in Need raised 
£640.13. Both of these amounts were more than last 
year!  We cannot thank you all enough for your support 
for these worthy causes.  
 
 

https://www.picture-news.co.uk/blog/hearts-for-homes-picture-news-christmas-campaign/
https://www.picture-news.co.uk/blog/hearts-for-homes-picture-news-christmas-campaign/
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Advent 
 
Next week we are starting to explore the start of the 
Christian season of Advent. We wanted to share with 
you an Advent Calendar that Guildford Diocese have 
created and shared with us in order for the children to 
explore and learn about the history of Jesus’ family in 
the lead up to Christmas. Please use the link below to 
continue to ‘open’ the calendar during the weekends 
and also in the first few days of the Christmas holidays 
to continue the children's learning at home if you 
wish.   
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=7a33762d445f7c03fb4
6fc11b8d45bc2] 
 
Some of the angels from the exhibition in Guildford 
Cathedral will feature too – we are hoping that ours 
will be one of them! 
 
School Crossing Patrol 
 
As you know we have NO crossing patrol officer 
currently.  Despite repeated requests for parents to 
park considerately, there are still some parents who are 
parking on the pavements outside school and leaving 
little space for safe access to school for pedestrians 
crossing the road. Last week, there was an incident that 
involved one of our children with a car just outside the 
school gates.  Luckily there were no injuries but this 
could have been a very different story.  Please respect 
everyone’s right to safety.  All of our children are 
precious and deserve to stay safe. It is everyone’s 
responsibility to keep each other safe. Thank you. 
 
On the subject of the School Crossing Patrol, we have 
chased the Local Authority several times re news on a 
replacement School Crossing Patrol officer.  
Yesterday, we received an email to tell us that a 
conditional offer of employment has been made and 
accepted by a successful applicant following interview. 
Once the Local Authority have confirmation of 
satisfactory pre-employment checks they will notify us 
of a start date for the new School Crossing Patrol.  We 
will of course pass this information on to you all as 
soon as possible. 

 
Blue Peter on You Tube 
 
The Blue Peter team have launched ‘Blue Peter on You 
Tube’ at CBBC. If you are interested please subscribe 
to https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter (it’s 
completely free to subscribe) and don't forget to watch 
the live programme on CBBC at 5.30pm every week, 
or on BBC iPlayer. 
 
Absence 
 
Please remember that if your child is not in school for 
any reason, you must let us know. We have to account 
for each child’s whereabouts in accordance with our 
safeguarding duties and we also currently have to 
inform the Department for Education every day of our 
attendance figures and reasons for absence. This is why 
information about the cause of any absence is always 
required. If your child is absent you must: 
 

 Contact us as soon as possible on the first day 
of absence 

 Phone each day on which your child is absent 
– you must do this even if you have already 
telephoned us please. 
 

Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!  
 
Safety Whilst on School Site 
 
Please can we remind you that your child/ren are to be 
supervised at all times whilst on the school site – 
particularly with regard to climbing on the benches and 
log rolls. The wood is very damp at this time of year, 
and it is easy to slip and fall, potentially resulting in 
serious injury. Please do not allow your children to 
climb on these under any circumstances. 
 
 

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=7a33762d445f7c03fb46fc11b8d45bc2
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=7a33762d445f7c03fb46fc11b8d45bc2
https://www.youtube.com/bluepeter
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Christmas Jumper Day 
 
We have, once again, signed up for Christmas Jumper 
Day this year and we will be taking part on Friday 11th 
December. The day is an opportunity to feel festive 
and jolly whilst raising money for the charity Save the 
Children. Please do not worry if your child does not 
have a Christmas jumper. You can find a jumper you 
already have and decorate it with tinsel, something 
sparkly, some stickers or whatever you feel like. 
Children do not need to wear school uniform on that 
day but please remember to dress appropriately for 
school with appropriate footwear etc. Each classroom 
will have a collection tin where, if you wish to, the 
children can make a £1 donation towards Save the 
Children.  We are looking forward to seeing everyone 
looking festive on 11th December.  
 
Parent/Teacher Meetings 
 
Please remember that if you would like to speak to your 
child’s Class Teacher, just let our School Office know 
and they will make sure the Class Teacher contacts you. 
If you would prefer a video call on Teams, please 
mention this when contacting the Office. 
 
Upcoming Christmas events from Phyllis 
Tuckwell 
 
Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice Care, the local hospice care 
service for the West Surrey & NE Hampshire areas, 
have asked us to share the attached flyer which gives 
details of upcoming family events this Christmas time, 
which are all able to go ahead as they are all within the 
Government Covid guidelines! 
  
The flyer includes 3 events: 
  

-          Tuckwell’s Christmas Lights Tour 
-          Santa Fun Runs for the whole family 
-          Letters From Santa 

 
 
 

  
 Rushmoor Lottery – Please support our school! 
 

A reminder that our school is now one of the good 
causes supported by The Rushmoor Community 
Lottery.  This is a weekly lottery that raises money for 
good causes in Rushmoor. Tickets cost just £1 per 
week. Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize 
each week, with the top prize being £25,000! From 
every £1 ticket you buy, 50p will go to us, with another  
10p to the other causes who are within the 
lottery. Please do consider supporting our school by 
buying tickets and promoting the Lottery. You can 
purchase tickets by visiting: 
 

https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-

michaels-cofe-junior-school 

Thank you and good luck!  
 

Diary Dates 

 

11th Dec Christmas Jumper Day 
16th Dec Christmas Lunch 
21st Dec-1st Jan  Christmas Holidays 
4th Jan INSET Day - School Closed to 

all pupils 
15th-19th Feb Half Term 

https://www.pth.org.uk/
https://www.pth.org.uk/event/tuckwellschristmaslightstour/
https://www.pth.org.uk/event/virtual-santa-fun-run/
https://www.pth.org.uk/event/letter-from-santa/
https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-michaels-cofe-junior-school
https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-michaels-cofe-junior-school

