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Message from Mrs Tyler 
 
I have really enjoyed reading through the Year Group 

contributions to the Newsletter this week, and hope 

that as parents are enjoying the monthly updates from 

the year groups too.  It makes me reflect on the variety 

in the curriculum and the clear enjoyment that the 

children show in their learning.  It also makes me so 

grateful for the support that our parents give as we 

certainly couldn’t do it without you all.  

Year 3 and 5 are gearing up for their Christmas 

performances in a couple of weeks, and the Choir is 

getting ready for the Aldershot Schools’ Christmas 

Concert at the Garrison Church.  I do hope we will see 

many of you there. It’s a wonderful celebration of how 

our local schools work so well together for the 

community, with our children at its heart. I love this 

time of year in school – although it can be rather 

exhausting – as the school is always filled with the 

children’s singing and excitement. It is important that 

we remember, too, that Christmas can also be a 

difficult time for many and we hope that you are aware 

that we are here to support if you need.   

On the subject of supporting others, at all of our 
performances this year we will be collecting for Phyllis 
Tuckwell Hospice.  This is in memory of Leila 
Frampton, Freya H’s mum who passed away at the 
beginning of this half term, and is the charity that has 
been chosen by Freya’s Aunt, Tanya. Parents have 
been extremely kind and have asked how they can help 
and I know that Tanya has appreciated this.   I have 
spoken with Tanya today to confirm the family’s 
wishes, and she has said that she would like any 
donations to go to Phyllis Tuckwell please.  If you are 
not, therefore, attending the performances but would 
still like to donate in Leila’s memory, please can you let 
the office have your donation in an envelope marked 
Phyllis Tuckwell Collection.    Thank you. 
 
Children’s Achievements 
 
Congratulations to Amelie Rose G in Luther King who 

recently won a trophy for winning her heat with her 

partner in the Under 10s Fast Pairs Championship at 

Broadlea. Great work, Amelie Rose! 

Eleanor Stanley was awarded a distinction recently in 

her LAMDA performance exams (Level 1) for Acting  

 

(Solo).  What an amazing achievement – well done, 

Eleanor! 

Letter from the Queen! 
 
Lily P and Bella L, both in Year 6, took it upon 
themselves to write to The Queen to share their 
concerns about the environment, particularly with 
regard to discarded plastic. 
 
To the girls delight, they received a reply from 
Buckingham Palace last week advising that their letter 
had been received, and although Her Majesty was 
unable to respond personally due to the many letters 
she receives each day, The Queen was encouraged to 
know of their concern for the future of our planet. 
 
The letter also advised that Her Majesty has now 
introduced a policy to reduce the amount of plastic that 
is used across the Royal Estates.  
 
Well done Lily and Bella for taking the initiative to 
write such an important letter! 
 
If your child takes part in activities outside school 
which merit a mention in our newsletter, e.g. sporting 
or musical achievements, please let the School Office 
know, and we shall ensure it is included in the next 
newsletter 

(adminoffice@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk) 
 
Year 3 News 
 
It’s hard to believe that half term was only a few weeks 
ago as Year 3 have fitted in so much wonderful 
learning. 
  
We were very impressed with the respect and empathy 
our children showed during Remembrance Week. The 
children wrote incredibly moving diaries in role as 
evacuees and created stunning poppy themed art work. 
We loved seeing them dressed in their costumes, so 
thank you very much for supporting us by organising 
these. We also had our own Year 3 bake off and hope 
you enjoyed the rock cakes the children baked. 
 
Our Happy Mind sessions have started, and we have 
been learning about the different parts of the brain, 
how it works and how we look after it. We are already 
seeing children using the vocabulary and some of the  
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Happy Mind techniques they’ve been learning in other 
areas of the curriculum. It’s great to see them having 
the courage to be the best they can be, and learn from 
their mistakes. 
 
In Science, we have been collecting results for our 
longitudinal study, investigating how our school 
grounds change over the year. We have also started 
investigating the properties of solids, liquids and gases. 
Children have shown real curiosity about the world 
around them by asking scientific questions when 
carrying out experiments recently.  
 
We have continued to be really impressed with how 
well the children have been practising their times tables 
on TT Rockstars, showing real resilience to learn new 
facts. There was lots of excitement amongst our 
children during the National TT Rockstars 
Competition and we were very pleased that two 
children in Year 3 were in the top ten (out of our whole 
school) of most correct answers during the 
competition week. Congratulations to everyone who 
collected coins. We will continue to organise battles 
between the three Year 3 classes, so watch this space 
to see how brilliantly each class does.  
 
As we’re sure you know, we have already started 
rehearsals for the Year 3 and 5 performance of Straw 
and Order. Our children are enjoying learning the 
catchy songs and dances. We can’t wait to show you!  
 
Thank you for all your support in encouraging the 
children to complete their weekly homework tasks. It 
really does make a difference to their learning in 
school.  
 
Year 4 
 
It has been another busy month in Year 4. During our 

Remembrance week learning, the children wrote in 

character as soldiers in The Second World War. We 

had some extremely interesting discussions about the 

heroic efforts, achievements and sacrifices that were 

made in past wars. 

Electricity is our science focus this half-term, and the 

children have been enjoying discovering how circuits 

work using varying components such as buzzers, bulbs 

and motors. Next, they have to apply this learning to  

 

their DT light boxes, which we hope to share with you 

in our end of term parent work viewing. 

We have been delving into the magical world of 

Narnia, using both the book ‘The Lion, The Witch and 

the Wardrobe’, and the film based on that book. The 

children have used various drama opportunities to 

explore the feelings of the characters and experience 

the awe and wonder felt when those characters entered 

Narnia. We are really looking forward to seeing the 

children’s home learning projects about their own 

imaginary worlds.  

Year 5 

The weeks since half term have absolutely flown by 
and we cannot believe how quickly this term is going. 
We have begun preparations for our Christmas Play, 
‘Straw and Order’ and have been learning the songs in 
our music lessons which has been great fun – even if 
they’re now stuck in our heads! We are excited to be 
working alongside Year 3 to give you a fantastic show 
before the end of term.   

We have also been doing lots of learning in our 
classrooms including writing our very own Space 
stories about George and his travels through a portal 
to the planet that we designed for our first homework 
project. We’ve looked at lots of different stories and 
tried to make our writing exciting for our reader.   

Lastly, we were extremely lucky to welcome Rita 
Malosti, one of our Year 6 parents, to come and speak 
to us about Space, satellites and her role working for 
Airbus. It was a fascinating talk with lots of new 
information that we had never heard before. We now 
have lots of ideas about how we could have a career in 
Science or indeed Space! Thank you so much, Rita!  

Year 6 
 
Our half term started with Year 6 showing their 
homework projects, and what a variety of projects we 
saw!  Projects were presented in many different ways; 
it was wonderful to learn more about our Year 6 pupils 
and what makes each of them special.   
 
As part of our Remembrance Week, Year 6 wrote 
descriptive pieces about the D Day landings, and  
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created some soldier silhouette artwork. It was 
certainly a very reflective week. 
 
At the beginning of this half term, we were visited by 
two members of Guildford Flames Ice Hockey Club, 
who spoke to the children about drug awareness.  They 
explained how hockey players use their equipment to 
help prevent injury during games and gave Year 6 the 
information they need to make the appropriate choice 
when faced with difficult situations.  Winning free 
tickets, and trying on some of their kit were particular 
highlights of the visit!  
 
In Literacy, children have researched the city states of 
Athens and Sparta, in order to write a discussion piece 
answering the question, 'Which city state was best to 
live in?'.  Year 6 also debated this question in class and 
were encouraged to explain their thoughts in more 
detail.  In Maths, we have been learning about 
calculations and are using this knowledge to solve a 
variety of problems. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing parents at our next 
work viewing session on December 18th, when we can 
share more of our learning with you. 
 
Christmas Lunch 

Please can you remember that even if your child usually 
has lunch they still need to order a Christmas lunch if 
they want one please.    
 
Children in Need – Thank You! 

 
A huge thank you to all for your generosity when 
sending in your donations for Children in Need this 
year. A grand total of £334.70 was raised! Well done! 
 
Shoe Boxes – Thank You! 
 
Thank you all for your support and generosity by 
donating a total of 164 shoeboxes at the service on 
Sunday 17th November held at St Michael’s Church. 
The Salvation Army will be letting us know how they 
were distributed after the Christmas holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas Cards 
 
The Christmas Post Box will be in the Office reception 
area from Monday.  Please remember that when 
sending cards we ask that the children write the whole 
name of the child (or teacher) to whom they are 
sending the card on the front of the envelope (not just 
their Christian name) and their class.  The House 
Captains will distribute the cards regularly. 
 
MSport Active - Active Advent Calendar 
 
Mr Sanders and the MSport Active Team thrive from 
providing active opportunities for your children and 
what better time to stay ACTIVE than the festive 
season! Join us this December on our quest to keep 
healthy by completing our #ActiveAdvent challenge. 
The Advent Posters have been given to the children 
today. Each day through December we have set you 
and your children a fun, achievable and energetic 
challenge. Help us to help them and let’s build an 
Active Future for all. Good luck and let’s get ACTIVE 
this December! 
 
Stamps 
 
When you receive your letters/Christmas cards in the 
post this year, please could you think about saving the 
stamp and send them in to the school office. We will 
then donate them to the Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice. 
Thank you. 
 
Plastic Bottle Tops 
 
We just want to let you know that we are no longer 
collecting plastic bottle tops. Thank you to everyone 
who supported the scheme. 
 
Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!  
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Snacks 
 
The following snacks are available for pupils to 

purchase from the school kitchen during the morning 

break: 

Milk Shake - 50p 

Orange/Apple Juice - 40p 

Bread - 25p 

Raisins - 25p 

Fruit - 30p 

 
Twitter  

Please follow us on @StMichaelsCEJun 
 
Rushmoor Family Courses – Jan/Feb 
Yateley Adult and Community Learning are holding 
some FREE courses that may be of interest to you. 
Please see further information attached. 
 

1st Aldershot Scouts - Places for Scouts  

(aged 10 1/2-14) 
  
Do you know any youngsters aged 10 1/2 to 14 who 
want to experience the outdoors and learn a variety of 
new and interesting Scouting Skills? 
  
First Aldershot Scouts meet in North Town on a 
Friday evening and currently have spaces for boys and 
girls looking for an adventure. 
  
We regularly run adventurous activities (including 
Archery and Rifle Shooting), teach survival skills (fire- 
lighting, carving), and also take part in other Scouting 
activities (orienteering, pioneering, first-aid, earning 
badges).  We also regularly go camping and take part in 
competitions and other Scouting events. 
  
Please contact us at firstaldershotscouts@gmail.com if 

you would like any more information on signing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 
 
10th Dec Aldershot Schools’ Christmas Concert 
11th Dec Years 3 and 5 Christmas Production 

rehearsal for Grandparents and rest of 
school 

11th Dec Years 3 and 5 Christmas Production 
12th Dec Years 3 and 5 Christmas Production 
17th Dec Year 6 Carol Concert 
18th Dec Christmas Experience – St Michael’s 

Church 
19th Dec School Christmas Lunch 
20th Dec Last day of Term 
6th Jan INSET Day 
7th Jan Children back to school 
7th Jan Pantomime – Robin Hood 
23rd Jan Choir to O2 for Young Voices 
  
 


