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Message from Mrs Tyler 

 

It has been wonderful to see the variety of Christmas 
Jumpers in school today.  Thank you to everyone who 
has taken part, and for all of your donations to Save 
the Children.  We will, of course, let you know the total 
amount once we have counted it, following quarantine.  
The build up to Christmas in school has seemed so 
strange with our limitations on singing and 
performance.  It is what school is all about usually at 
this time of year!  I am so looking forward to hearing 
and watching the Carol Concert that Mrs Down and 
Mrs Bundy have organised across the school.  We 
wanted to ensure that this was something that all 
children could participate in, and I do hope they enjoy 
it – and that you enjoy it when it is distributed to you 
next week.   
  
This will be the last newsletter of the term and what a 
term it has been.  Thank you to all of you for your 
patience and understanding with the restrictions and 
procedures we have had in place and for your lovely 
comments that have come in over time.  They truly are 
appreciated. My staff have worked so hard and I could 
not be any more proud of them. The children have 
been wonderful – but I think the bubble system is 
taking its toll now and I think we are all ready for some 
time away from it!  
 
As per my email to you earlier this week, please be 
aware that Thursday 17th December is now the last 
teaching day and school will be closed to all pupils on 
Friday 18th December. Please read the section called 
COVID – reporting a case elsewhere in the 
newsletter which will tell you what to do if your child 
develops any symptoms within the first 48 hours of the 
holiday.  There will be a specific email address for you 
to report any covid related matters – and this will be 
open from 18th to 23rd December.  
 
With the end of term there often comes the end of a 
chapter and, sadly, this term marks the end of Mr 
Haydon’s chapter at St Michael’s.  Mr Haydon has 
decided it’s time to take a break from teaching for a 
well deserved rest.  Sadly, he is unwell currently (not 

COVID related) and so we will be unlikely to see him 
before he officially leaves at the end of term.  However, 
for those of you who know him, you will know he has 
been a really visible member of our school for a long 
time and I hope that when he is better – and when 
gatherings allow – we will be able to give him a proper 
send off. In the meantime, I know that you will join me 
in wishing him well and thanking him for all he has 
done for St Michael’s.  
 
We also bid a fond farewell at the end of term to Mrs 
Waterhouse, one of our Lunch Supervisors.  She 
started with us just before lockdown and has been 
amazing but is now taking early retirement with her 
husband – and who can blame her!  On the flip side, 
we welcome Miss Shepheard this week into our school 
community who has started as a Learning Support 
Assistant in Parks Class.  We hope she enjoys her time 
with us. 
 
Finally, I hope to get out onto the playground a couple 
of times next week just to see your faces which I have 
really missed during this latest bout of restrictions – 
I’m not used to being inside, but have, of course, had 
to have regard to minimising contact where possible.  
If I don’t happen to see you, I would just like to wish 
you all a very Happy Christmas which, while different, 
will I hope be peaceful and safe. As we look ahead to 
2021 we must be grateful that we have each other for 
support and remind ourselves that, together, we will 
chase those rainbows to sunnier times.   
 
Enjoy your weekend, everyone, and Happy Christmas! 
 

Post Box photos 

As we could not have one main post box this year, we 

had individual boxes as you know for the children to 

post their class Christmas cards.  In true St Michael’s 

style we decided to make the most of this and asked 

each class to design their own post box – just for fun.  

We have reproduced some of the boxes below – this 

may have started a new trend for years to come!  
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COVID – Reporting a case during the holidays 
 

 For the first 48 hours after teaching ends 
(from Friday 18th December to Saturday 19th 
December inclusive), if your child develops 
symptoms of COVID -19 and has been in 
school up until 17th December, please book a 
test immediately and then contact the school 
by emailing: 

covid@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk 

You will be asked what date the symptoms 
started and the date and time of the test.  You 
will also be asked to provide us with the results 
of the test as soon as they are received.  If 
positive, we will then alert any other families of 
children who may have been in contact with 
your child at school in the 48 hour period prior 
to symptoms.   

 If your child develops symptoms for 
coronavirus (COVID-19), more than 48 hours 
since being in school (from Sunday 20th 
December onwards during the school 
holidays), the school should not be contacted. 
Parents and carers should, in this instance, 
follow contact tracing instructions provided by 
NHS Test and Trace. 

 School will not conduct any contact tracing 
more than 6 days after the final day of teaching. 
There will therefore be no pupil contact tracing 
beyond Wednesday 23rd December until term 
restarts on 5th January 2021. 

 Where children and families are required to 
self-isolate due to contact with a positive case 
after the first 6 days following the end of term 
(from Thursday 24th December), we do not 
need to be informed about their absence until 
the first day of the new term. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation with this.  
 

 

 

 

Year 3 News 

 

In Literacy, we have been learning about Poetry and 
classic tales. We read ‘Snow’ for our poem by Walter 
de la Mare and ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 
Dickens. The children really enjoyed the imagery and 
descriptive language of the poem. They eagerly talked 
about their experiences of snow and what they could 
remember about it. We created word and phrase banks 
to describe a wintery scene and discussed how to use 
these, along with prepositions. The children wrote 
their own poems and performed them to the class. We 
have just started looking at ‘A Christmas Carol’ and 
they are intrigued as to who the main character on the 
front cover could be. We have inferred who the person 
in chains may be and why they might be wearing them.  
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on fractions, 
shape and measures. We have looked at equivalent 
fractions, tenths, how to represent fractions and 
problem solving tasks. With shape, we talked about the 
properties of 2D and 3D shapes and then made some 
3D nets. After this, we sorted them into Venn and 
Carroll diagrams. Some of this was done practically 
with shapes and hoops, whilst some of them were 
created by us on blank templates choosing our own 
criteria. Our focus is now measure, using length and 
mass. Our work is based around mm, cm, m, km, g and 
kg.  
 
Science has been the continuation of our learning 
about solids, liquids and gases. We are focussing now 
on the four processes: freezing/ solidifying, melting, 
evaporation and condensation. The children 
understand now about melting points and how 
different temperatures will have an effect on how 
quickly something will melt, and if it will melt at all. 
They can also give examples of each process. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for all of your help and support this term. We wish you 
a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 
 
 
 

mailto:covid@st-michaels-jun.hants.sch.uk
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Year 4 News 

 

It has been another exciting and busy month in Year 
Four. In Literacy, we read the poem ‘November’ by 
Joseph Coelho, and we have been learning about 
Legends. We have read several British Legends 
including ‘The Laidly Wyrm’ and ‘Tam Linn’, and we 
have continued to read ‘The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe’. The children loved discussing the imagery 
and descriptive language of the poem and the magical 
parts of the story ‘Tam Linn’. We created word and 
phrase banks to describe and discussed how to use 
these, along with prepositions. Now, we are writing our 
own adventure stories based on the Legend. 
 
Our Maths learning has been focussed on fractions and 
shape and measures. We have looked at equivalent 
fractions, tenths and hundredths, how to represent 
fractions as decimals, and problem solving tasks. In 
shape we have discussed the properties of 2D shapes, 
explored symmetry and angles in shape, and we used 
Venn diagrams to compare shapes.  Science has been 
the continuation of electricity. The children have 
enjoyed making circuits and investigating which 
circuits work and why. The children will apply this 
learning to build a circuit for their shadow puppet 
theatres they are creating in DT. In Art, we have 
designed our Album covers, and in Music we have 
recorded our musical compositions. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for all of your help and support this term. We wish you 
a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  
 

Year 5 News 

 

In Literacy, we have been learning about comparative 
descriptions. We read an extract from George’s Secret 
Key to the Universe, by Stephen and Lucy Hawking.  
We looked at how they described different gardens and 
thought about the type of vocabulary that they used. 
We discussed relative clauses and how we could use 
these in our writing to add detail to our nouns. 
  

Our Maths learning has focussed on fractions and 
number and place value. We have been looking at 
adding and subtracting fractions with different 
denominators and converting between mixed and 
improper fractions. We have also begun to look at 
numbers to 1,000,000 and their values. 
 
Our Science topic is Forces. We have made 
rotocopters and parachutes and have used them to 
investigate air resistance. We have talked about surface 
area and how this affects the amount of air resistance 
that acts on an object.    
 
We have ended our History project with a PowerPoint 
presentation using our Computing Skills. We have 
planned an information presentation using all of the 
knowledge we have gained in the last term. We have 
been sharing them in class.   
 
We have really enjoyed seeing the children’s home 
learning projects.  Such care has been taken over them, 
and the children have taken great delight in sharing 
their work with their classes.  Thank you for your 
support.   
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for all of your help this term, and we wish you a very 
Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  
 

Year 6 News 

 

In Literacy, we have been learning about acrostic 
poems and including figurative language in our poems.  
We read a variety of poems from The Lost Words, by 
Robert MacFarlane and Jackie Morris.  The book 
features poems about British wildlife, and the children 
enjoyed researching many different creatures and 
sharing their finished poems with each other!  This 
week, we have started to create a balanced argument to 
answer the question, ‘Who is the greatest explorer?’  
This writing task will link to our history learning too.  
  
Our Maths learning has focussed on multiplication 
methods and solving problems. We have practised 
using the grid method and the long formal method, 
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multiplying 2, 3 and 4 digit numbers.  We know how 
important learning our times tables is!   
 
Our Science topic is light, and during our class Science 
Days we have learned how light travels and reflects – 
we also created a mirror maze to direct light through 
the maze!    
 
We have ended our History project with a class debate 
about who the greatest explorer is.  The children were 
certainly experts and took turns, showing respect for 
each other and listening carefully to other children’s 
ideas.   
 
We have really enjoyed seeing the children’s home 
learning projects.  Such care has been taken over them, 
and the children have taken great delight in sharing 
their work with their classes.  Thank you for your 
support.   
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you 
for all of your help this term, and we wish you a very 
Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  
 

School Council 

 

The School Council met this week and voted in our 
Chair, Ellis F, and Secretary, Gracie K. Well done to 
you both! 
 
The children brought along ideas gathered from their 
classes, and shared ways in which we can further 
celebrate the diversity across the school. The children 
have some wonderful ideas, which they are very excited 
about developing and building into our curriculum 
learning. 
 
Hearts for Homes 
 
Below are some of the children's Hearts for Homes 
which will be delivered to our local care homes next 
week by some of our Year 6 children. 
 

 

 
 
PE Days – Week Commencing 14th December 
2020 
 
Due to a variety of activities taking place in school next 
week, the children will only have one session of PE, 
instead of the usual two sessions. The children are 
therefore asked to come into school in their PE kit on 
the following days only 
 
Monday 14th December – Year 3 
Tuesday 15th December – Year 5 and Year 6 
Thursday 17th December – Year 4 
 
Christingle  
  
Vicar Alwyn is encouraging us all this year to take part 
in the National Christingle event, in the absence of 
Christingle Services across the country.  To be able to 
do this, you need to register online and join in using 
the following links:  
The Children’s Society | Attend the National 
Christingle  
(1) Our National Christingle Service | Facebook  
  
Additionally, you can also download a Christingle 
Colour in Card Template:   
Christingle Prayer Cards | The Children's Society  
 
Happy Christingle, everyone! 

https://register.childrenssociety.org.uk/page/70731/data/2
https://register.childrenssociety.org.uk/page/70731/data/2
https://www.facebook.com/events/2695266214024562/
https://shop.childrenssociety.org.uk/christingle-50-prayer-cards-1.html
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Weather warnings! 
 
Please remember that the weather changes very quickly 
at this time of year so the children should all be 
prepared for the rain – coats are essential please in 
school, as we go out in all weathers!  
 
Safety Whilst on School Site 
 
Please can we remind you that your child/ren are to be 
supervised at all times whilst on the school site – 
particularly with regard to climbing on the benches and 
log rolls. The wood is very damp at this time of year, 
and it is easy to slip and fall, potentially resulting in 
serious injury. Please do not allow your children to 
climb on these under any circumstances. 
 
Parking – Blackman Gardens 
 
Please can we ask that if you park in Blackman 
Gardens whilst dropping off and picking up that you 
do not park on the grass verge. Thank you.  
 
Barnardo's helpline to support Black, Asian and 
minority ethnic children, young people and their 
families impacted by Covid 
 
Barnardo’s has launched a vital new support service 
which should make a positive difference to the lives of 
many Black, Asian and minority ethnic children, young 
people and their families impacted by Covid-19.  
 
This is a UK-wide helpline which will focus on issues 
specifically affecting children, young people and 
families from Black, Asian and minority ethnic 
communities. The new service is a free telephone 
helpline and web chat facility for children, young 
people and families from these communities who are 
suffering the long-lasting and wide-ranging impact of 
Covid-19. Barnardo’s specialist advisors will aim to 
provide on-going support on a complex range of issues 
including mental health, bereavement, family break-
down, neglect, back to school, parenting advice, 

counselling, family stress, discrimination, barriers to 
services and more.  
 
You can find out more about the new helpline here: 
https://helpline.barnardos.org.uk/helpline  
 
Rushmoor Lottery – Please support our school! 
 

A reminder that our school is now one of the good 
causes supported by The Rushmoor Community 
Lottery.  This is a weekly lottery that raises money for 
good causes in Rushmoor. Tickets cost just £1 per 
week. Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize 
each week, with the top prize being £25,000! From 
every £1 ticket you buy, 50p will go to us, with another  
10p to the other causes who are within the 
lottery. Please do consider supporting our school by 
buying tickets and promoting the Lottery. You can 
purchase tickets by visiting: 
 

https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-

michaels-cofe-junior-school 

Please see attached information for a performance 
update so far.  
 
Diary Dates 

 

18th Dec INSET Day – School Closed 
to all pupils 

4th Jan INSET Day - School Closed to 
all pupils 

15th-19th Feb Half Term 
2nd-16th April Easter Holidays 

https://helpline.barnardos.org.uk/helpline
https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-michaels-cofe-junior-school
https://www.rushmoorlottery.co.uk/support/st-michaels-cofe-junior-school

