
 

 
Parent Forum 19th September 2019, 1st Meeting of the 2019/2020 Academic Year. 1 of 3 

 

St Michael’s CE Junior School  
Parents’ Forum 

 

St Michael’s CE Junior School 
Minutes of Parents’ Forum held at 2.30 pm  

on Thursday 19th September 2019 
 

   

  Action 

1 Welcome and Introductions: We were happy to welcome some new members to the 
Forum for the new academic year: Rachael Measey, Holly King and Lisa Greenwood 
(although HK and LG were not able to attend this time), and Helen LePage will return after 
a year’s absence. 

 

2 Apologies for Absence: Rev. Alwyn Pereira, Ashlie Clift, Holly King, Lisa Greenwood, 
Helen LePage, Laura Moreta.  

 

3 Minutes of previous meeting held on 20th June 2019 had been circulated. The Parents’ 
Forum agreed the minutes as an accurate record.  

 

4 Matters arising from the last meeting  
a) New school website: SH commented that it was lovely and easy to navigate, with a nice 
welcome message. ST said training had taken place with herself, Mrs Bundy and Lin Bond, 
who has now left, so another member of the office staff will be brought up to speed. ST 
wanted to make sure that if it is at all difficult to find things, parents will let the school know 
so that it can be changed. 
b) Comments regarding school dinners (absence of gravy and garlic bread etc.) had been 
passed to the kitchen and are hopefully being acted on. 
c) Issues raised last time regarding the toilets; Mr Fox was to monitor supplies of toilet paper 
and hand towels more frequently, and we presume this is now happening. The new toilets 
installed over the summer are liked by children who have mentioned them to their parents. 
LH mentioned that the mirror in the upstairs toilet has gone missing. ST will investigate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 

5 SEN  
Nothing was discussed. 

 
 

6 Communication  
a) ST wanted to know parents’ opinions on the transition process this year. SH said by day 
two it felt like we’d been back for months, although ST said some of the year 5s still need 
reminding which doors they can use! The new year 3s have settled in well, and from parent 
comments everyone else seems happy too. 
b) School office: they are currently down one team member. Mrs Leighton will start at the 
end of September, but ST wanted to know if there have been any issues as a result of the 
short-staffing. CM commented that forms for parents never seem to be available by the front 
door, meaning parents have to ask for them from the office. It could save time for parents 
and office staff if there were copies available to take from the stand. ST said that Mrs Bundy 
will also put the forms on the website so they can also be printed out at home. LH commented 
that school responses to some issues recently have been reactive rather than proactive, 
citing the example of the change in school gate opening times. ST said she was sorry for 
the problems this caused and took the comment on board; in this case it had been an 
oversight but the change in time was necessary to ensure safeguarding of children and to 
avoid cases that have happened recently of children being left alone at school as early as 
7.45am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present:  Absent: 

Steph Tyler (HT) Rev. Alwyn Pereira (Governor) 

Ruth Baker (yr5) Ashlie Clift (yr4) 

Anne Burgato (yrs 3&5) Holly King (yr3) 

Lucy Haines (yr6) Lisa Greenwood (yr5) 

Samantha Hewett (yr5) Helen Le Page (yr5) 

Rachael Measey (yr3) Laura Moreta (yr5) 

Clarissa Middleton (yr3)  

Melanie Nicholls (yr5)  
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SH mentioned an issue she had had with her daughter forgetting to attend a Rocksteady 
session, and on asking the office for help in the matter, had been told to contact Rocksteady 
instead. She felt she could have had more support in this case from the school office. Action: 
ST to speak to Mrs Woodhouse, Office Manager. 

 
 
 
ST 

7 
 

Classroom organisation and structure  
Nothing was discussed. 

 
 

8 Curriculum  
Nothing was discussed. 

 
 

9 Fundraising and extracurricular events 
a) Clubs: it was pointed out by parents that girls can attend football club for free, but boys 
have to pay £30 per term. ST has spoken to the Office and they hadn’t spotted this issue. 
She agrees that there should be parity in terms of the availability of paid and free clubs, but 
the clubs are very much dependent on who the school can book externally to run them, and 
which teachers are prepared to run the free clubs. ST will investigate to see what can be 
done about this.  ST did comment that she thinks the clubs system can be improved and will 
speak to Mrs Woodhouse about working out a way to improve this.    
RB commented that the club booking system going live at 1.30pm made it difficult for some 
working parents to book their children in to their preferred club. Various alternatives to this 
were discussed, and a suggestion of changing the time to 3.20 was made.  However, there 
is never a perfect time for everyone and the idea of giving advance notice as to when it will 
open is the best way of ensuring parents at least know when it will come live so that they 
could pass on the responsibility for booking to someone else if possible.  
Parents agreed that the Scopay App for club bookings was good. 
b) A parent was asked to bring up the subject of children walking to and from school by 
themselves.  Some parents were caught out by the change of policy, and feel they should 
have been given more notice that this was going to change.  Some parents asked is this just 
a school policy, or can they enforce it by law?  They consider that it is up to the parents if 
they want their senior school child to collect a younger sibling and not the school. ST replied 
that she has had various conversations with parents about this issue. There had been a few 
instances of children in Year 5 being responsible for walking year 3 children home. ST wants 
parents to consider the responsibility they are placing on the children in doing this. The 
school is not legally able to enforce this policy; having spoken to other local schools they 
have varying issues and responses, so this is an individual school response designed to 
encourage parents to think about what would happen if these young children walking alone 
encountered some kind of problem, and how safe they are. If the school is handing a child 
over to an adult then their responsibility for that child ends at the point they leave the 
classroom. If they are passing a child to another young child then that young child is in loco 
parentis - this is a significant responsibility for a 9/10/11 year old. ST is more than happy to 
talk to anyone still concerned about this issue. It is not her intention to scare parents or to 
tell them how manage their arrangements, but if a school becomes known as one where 
children are leaving unaccompanied by an adult, or where safeguarding is not the top 
priority, then it could become a target, putting children in danger. ST highlighted that 
safeguarding will always be a top priority at our school.  
c) There have been more problems with the walking bus to Koosa.  Can the school help by 
finding a way to get children to Koosa either at the end of the day or after clubs? ST replied 
that the school don’t have the staff available to do this, but it might be worth asking other 
parents if they could help out. LH said that Koosa only use a generic risk assessment for 
this walk from the juniors to the infants, and if this was rewritten to take into account the 
relative safety of this route they may be able to accommodate more children. Also, since 10-
year-olds are allowed to walk down on their own, ST will check the list of who is being 
collected to see if the current year 6 children can walk alone, thus freeing up space for some 
younger children. It was also mentioned that the system Koosa uses for checking children 
in and out is not reliable. ST will talk to Mrs Mathias about these issues to see what can be 
resolved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 

10 Other issues raised  
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a) Some parents were wondering how to manage the Meet the Teacher sessions when they 
had children in both year groups running at the same time. ST advised parents to prioritise 
meeting their children’s teachers in their classrooms rather than attending the hall meetings. 
Any information provided at these sessions would be made available to parents afterwards. 
b) CM commented that the year 3s were back from their school trip 20 minutes late, and 
therefore came out of their classes late at the end of the day. Parents would have 
appreciated it if a teacher could have popped out of the classroom to inform them what was 
happening.  ST will remind teachers of the need just to communicate!  
d) RM asked if it would be possible to add more than one email address to the documents 
incoming year 3 parents fill out at the start of term. This would make life easier for parents. 
ST is looking into this as she knows it is possible at the Infant School, although they use a 
different system for this. The office staff had always told her it was not possible, but she will 
check now that the new team are on board. 
e) RB raised the issue of snacks; her child (in Attenborough) was told his low-sugar cereal 
bar was not an acceptable snack, and yet she notes that the milkshakes available from the 
school snack shop have recently changed and seem to have a high sugar content. ST will 
look into this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 
 
 
 
 
ST 
 
 
 
ST 

11 AOB 
a) RM as a new parent of a year 3 child was unsure how school lunches worked. It was 
explained to her that a child could request a school lunch on any given day, and parents just 
had to top up a payment on Scopay. Since this is a different system to the one used at the 
Infant School, it might be worth an additional mention to new parents. Other parents 
mentioned there had been an email to this effect already.  

 
 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 3.20pm 
Date of next meeting: 14th November 2019 
Agenda items to be sent to Melanie Nicholls 
 
 
Signed……………...…………….....…………………………Date………………………… 
 
Steph Tyler (Headteacher) – Chair              


