
St Michael’s CE (Controlled) Junior School 

Courage Respect  Resilience 

 1 

  
Respect Courage Resilience 

Whole School 

Intent 

Safe and Happy 
Everyone in the school community feels valued and 

respected 

High Standards 
Everyone has the courage and resilience to be the best 

that they can be 

Ready and Prepared 
Everyone develops the transferable skills which enable 

them to be a lifelong learner 

English Intent 
Understand the impact of English within the subject, 

across the wider curriculum and in the world around us 
 

Apply their English skills across the wider curriculum 

Develop enthusiastic, fluent readers, active listeners 
and confident speakers, building the essential reading 
skills, by exploring a wide range of texts and genres 

 
Develop confident, creative and independent writers, 
by developing writing and speaking and listening skills  

Prepare learners to use and apply their English skills, 
which are essential to become successful learners at 

school and in the world beyond 

Implementation  Learning Journeys will connect spoken language, 
reading, writing, vocabulary, punctuation and      
grammar, handwriting and spelling in order to    
develop essential skills.  

 Children are provided with opportunities in every 
lesson to build vocabulary, develop fluency and 
confidence as speakers, writers and readers of    
language applying their skills independently. 

 Learning Journeys will give regular opportunities for 
children to consolidate and develop knowledge 
through spelling, punctuation and grammar skills 
taught in context.. 

 Lessons and Learning Journeys make explicit links to 
real life and others subjects enabling children to   
understand that English is all around them in their 
daily life. 

 Purpose, audience, form, and viewpoint are central 
to each Learning Journey giving children a reason to 
write. 

 Oral rehearsal, modelling, drafting, re-reading ,    
editing and proof-reading are part of Learning    
Journeys and allow children to enhance the         
effectiveness of what is written. 

 English skills and knowledge are used and applied 
within the broader curriculum. 

 High expectations for all are evident in lessons, 
Learning Journeys and books which support all 
learners. 

 Rich texts are used to drive Learning Journeys        
encouraging children to imitate great writers and 
build strong links between writing and reading. 

 Learning Journeys promote, where possible, links 
with the wider community.  

  Dialogical talk is part of Learning Journeys, and it   
encourages children to amend, adapt and extend 
their ideas, practise language and develop a shared         
understanding of what is being read and discussed. 

Impact  Children enjoy and are enthusiastic about their   
English learning and can demonstrate where English 
is relevant in other areas of the curriculum and real 
life.  

 Children are imaginative and creative in their     
English learning, and they have the courage to share 
their understanding and try new ideas, new skills 
and new vocabulary.  

 Children are self motivated to read and write, and 
can apply reading and writing skills effectively in 
other areas of the curriculum. 

 

 When speaking and listening, children are polite and 
courteous, they actively listen, and they respect the 
views of others. 

 Children have the courage to share their views on 
what is being read to them, or that they have read 
themselves. 

 Children are able to read as writers and write as    
readers, and enjoy the effect that their writing has on 
other readers. 

 Children are enthusiastic and respectful when they 
learn collaboratively in all areas of  English, including 
reading and reflecting, discussing ideas, and editing 
and making improvements to their writing. 

 Children have the courage to ask questions about 
what they are reading and writing.; children have the 
courage to explain and justify their answers to   
questions posed in reading and writing. 

 Children show resilience and are self motivated to 
practise spelling, grammar and punctuation skills so 
that they have a good understanding of how to use 
them in their learning. 

 Children have pride in their English learning.   Children have a love of reading and the English    
language.  

English Vision  
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  Respect Courage Resilience 

Whole School 

Intent 

Safe and Happy 
Everyone in the school community feels valued and 

respected 

High Standards 
Everyone has the courage and resilience to be the best 

that they can be 

Ready and Prepared 
Everyone develops the transferable skills which enable 

them to be a lifelong learner 

English Intent Understand the impact of reading, within the subject 
and across the wider curriculum and in the world 

around us 
 

Apply their reading skills across the wider curriculum 

Develop enthusiastic, fluent and life-long readers, by 
developing their essential reading skills, and exploring 

a wide range of texts and genres 

Prepare learners to use and apply their reading skills, 
so that by learning to read, they are able to read to 

learn, gaining the skills needed for success in the next 
stage of their school life and the world beyond school 

Implementation  Reading Lessons and Learning Journeys make explicit 
links to real life and others subjects, and other subjects 
will make explicit links to reading, enabling children to 
understand that reading is all around them in their daily 
life.  

 Children are provided with opportunities in every  

 lesson to develop fluency and confidence as readers of 
language applying their skills independently.  

 Dialogical talk is part of Reading Learning Journeys, 
and it encourages children to amend, adapt and extend 
their ideas, practise language and develop a shared            
understanding of what is being read and discussed.  

 In reading lessons and journeys, children are given 
many opportunities to discuss books, and ideas about 
books that have been read to them or that they have 
read. 

 Teachers read aloud a class text each week, either in 
the classroom or library, providing a model of fluent, 
expressive reading, and reading for pleasure. 

 Opportunities where leading lessons, reading skills and 
age-appropriate texts are linked to topics studied,     
enabling children to develop their knowledge of the 
subject while also boosting their comprehension.  

 Reading skills and knowledge acquired through reading 
are used and applied within the broader curriculum.  

 Teachers model reading for understanding.  

 Texts are used that develop and enhance the children’s 
understanding of the wider world and their local      
community.  

 A wide range of rich texts and genres are used to   
inspire and engage children and children have the  
opportunity to read for pleasure every day. 

 A wide range of rich texts and genres are used to drive 
reading and writing Learning Journeys, improving their 
language and vocabulary skills and stimulating their  
imaginations. 

  Children are supported to develop their reading skills, 
through whole class, guided focussed reading and  
personalised individual reading 

 

  High expectations for all are evident in lessons,    
Learning Journeys and books.  

 

Impact  Children enjoy and are enthusiastic about their reading 
learning and can demonstrate where reading is relevant 
in other areas of the curriculum and real life.  

 Children enjoy new reading experiences, and they have 
the courage to share their understanding and try new 
ideas, new skills and new vocabulary.  

 Children are self-motivated to read, and can apply   
reading skills effectively in other areas of the            
curriculum.  

 When speaking and listening, children are polite and 
courteous, they actively listen, and they respect the 
views of others.  

 Children have the courage to share their views on what 
is being read to them, or that they have read them-
selves..  

 Children have a love of reading and the English        
language.  

 Children are enthusiastic and respectful when they learn 
collaboratively, including reading and reflecting, and 
discussing ideas.  

 Children have the courage to ask questions about what 
they are reading.; children have the courage to explain 
and justify their answers to   questions posed in read-
ing.  

 

 Children have pride in their reading learning.    

Reading Vision  
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Reading Skills Progression 

Year Three 

Word Reading Comprehension  Inference Language for Effect 
Themes and               

Conventions 

 Can I decode most new words 
outside the spoken vocabulary? 

 Can I read new words using 
knowledge of root words,      
prefixes and suffixes? 

 Can I read further exception 
words? 

 Can I read longer words with 
support and test out different 
pronunciations? 

 Can I read, reread and rehearse a 
variety of texts?  

 Can I read age-appropriate 
books, which are structured in 
different ways and for different 
purposes? 

 Can I extend the range of books 
read by browsing and selecting 
texts, including poetry? 

 Can I read a book accurately and 
at a speed that is sufficient for 
me to focus on understanding 
what I have read rather than on 
decoding individual words?  

 Can I plan personal reading goals 
which reflect my  interests and 
extend my range?   

 Can I sustain reading for       
enjoyment? 

 

 Can I draw inferences 
such as inferring         
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives, 
justifying inferences with 
evidence? 

 Can I predict what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied? 

 
 

 Can I discuss words and 
phrases, in books that I 
have read, or are read to 
me, and describe why and 
how they interest me? 

 Can I identify specific  
techniques, e.g. simile,   
alliteration and repetition 
and say why they interest 
me?  

 Can I prepare a poem or 
plays script to read aloud 
and perform? 

 Can I understand           
intonation, tone, volume 
and action when  reading 
aloud, and performing, 
including poems and 
plays? 

 Can I identify how       
different non-fiction texts 
are organised? 

   
 

 Can I recognise themes in 
what I read, such as the 
triumph of good over evil 
or the use of magical     
devices in fairy stories and 
folk tales? 

 Can I discuss how        
characters’ feelings,       
behaviour and             
relationships change over 
a text? 

 Can I use known strategies to check the meaning of 
words that have been read, including using a dictionary, 
and finding the meanings of words in context? 

 Can I ask questions to clarify the meaning of events or 
ideas introduced or explored in a text? 

 Can I identify some key points from across a non-fiction 
passage?  

 Can I retell the main points of a familiar story, or story 
being read, in sequence?   

 Can I skim opening sentences of each paragraph to get an 
overview of a page or section of text? 

 Can I scan contents and indexes and pages to locate spe-
cific information accurately?   

 Can I identify the sections of a text that need to read 
carefully in order to find specific information?   

 Can I mark a text to  identify unfamiliar words, main 
points of the text, and ideas to be clarified or explored? 

 Can I listen attentively and discuss books and authors that 
I might not choose myself including a wide range of   
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference texts?   

 Can I recognise different forms of poetry that I have 
read, or have been read to me? 
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Reading Skills Progression 

Year Four 

Word Reading Comprehension  Inference Language for Effect 
Themes and               

Conventions 

 Can I apply a growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes -both to 
read aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words 
that are met?  

 Can I read further exception 
words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word? 

 Can I match what I decode to 
words that I may have already 
heard but may not have seen 
in print? 

 Can I read age-appropriate 
books, which are structured in 
different ways and for       
different purposes? 

 Can I read aloud a wider 
range of poetry and books 
written at an age-appropriate 
interest level with accuracy 
and at a reasonable speaking 
pace? 

 Can I develop my reading 
stamina as I read longer texts? 

 Can I describe and review my 
own reading habits, and plan 
personal reading goals which 
reflect my interest and extend 
my range? 

 Can I draw inferences such 
as inferring characters’  
feelings, thoughts and   
motives from their actions, 
justify my answers with 
evidence from the text, and 
make explicit connections 
to my personal            ex-
perience? 

 Can I make plausible     
predictions about          
characters’ actions using 
information read about 
them? 

 
 

 Can I discuss words and 
phrases, in books that I have 
read, or are read to me, and 
explain why and how they 
interest me? 

 Can I identify specific    
techniques, e.g. simile,    
metaphor, repetition and 
exaggeration, and explain the 
effect on me as a reader? 

 Can I recognise different 
types of poems, and explain 
some of the features of those 
poems?   

 Can I prepare a poem or play 
script to read aloud and  
perform?  

 Can I understand intonation, 
tone, volume and action 
when performing, including    
poems and plays?   

 Can I prepare a poem or play 
script to read aloud and  
perform?  

 Can I identify the main    
features of non-fiction texts 
( print/ computer based) 
including headings, captions, 
lists, bullet points and     
understand how to use this 
to find information         
efficiently? 

 Can I recognise social, 
moral or cultural issues 
or themes in stories? 
e.g. the dilemmas faced 
and dealt with by     
characters or the moral 
of the story. 

 Can I link cause and 
effect in narratives and 
recounts? 

 Can I recognise how 
ideas are developed in 
non-fiction texts? 

 Can I ask questions to explore meanings and explanations 
of the events or ideas introduced or developed in a text? 

 Can I identify unfamiliar vocabulary in a text and adopt  
appropriate strategies, including using a dictionary,         
explaining the meaning of the word in the context of the 
sentence, using knowledge of root words and affixes, to 
locate or infer the meaning? 

 Can I summarise the main details from more than one   
paragraph in a few sentences, using vocabulary from the 
text? 

 Can I understand what information to look for in a non-
fiction text before beginning a task? 

 Can I use contents pages and indexes in a non-fiction text 
to locate relevant information to research a topic            
independently? 

 Can I locate, retrieve and record information from more 
than one source in order to research a topic independently? 

 Can I skim read a text to get an overview of it?  

 Can I scan for key words, phrases and headings?   

 Can I identify and record key information by highlighting or 
adding headings, underlining or noting words or sentences, 
and adding notes where helpful? 

 Can I recognise fact and opinion?   

 Can I listen attentively and discuss books and authors that I 
might not choose myself including a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference texts? 
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Reading Skills Progression 

Year Five 

Word Reading Comprehension  Inference 
Language for  

Effect 

Themes and               

Conventions 

 Can I use reading 
strategies, including 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes to work out 
any unfamiliar word? 

 Can I read individual 
words, with         
increasing accuracy, 
which might be key 
to the meaning of a    
sentence or          
paragraph, thereby 
improving             
comprehension?  

 Can I demonstrate        
increasing reading 
fluency across all 
subjects? 

  Can I read age-
appropriate books 
that have been       
selected               
independently?  

 Can I read age-
appropriate books, 
which are structured 
in different ways and 
for different        
purposes? 

  Can I learn and read 
some different     
poems by heart? 

 Can I draw          
inferences about 
characters and justify 
those inferences with     
evidence, including       
dialogue and        
descriptions, from 
the text and wider 
experiences,        
including other texts 
read? 

 Can I make         
predictions about 
events and         
characters, discussing 
the reasoning behind 
them, drawing on 
evidence from across 
the text? 

 Can I explain how a 
detailed picture can 
emerge from a non-
fiction text by     
examining different 
aspects of the topic? 

 Can I discuss the           
plausibility of      
predictions made and 
the reason for them? 

 Can I identify how 
language, structure 
and presentation    
contribute to       
meaning? 

 Can I discuss and    
evaluate the intended 
impact of the language 
used, including      
figurative language, 
and give relevant   
examples from the 
text to illustrate? 

 Can I perform my 
own compositions, 
using intonation,   
volume, and       
movement so that 
meaning is clear? 

 Can I comment on 
how information is 
presented and the    
organisational features 
in different books? 

 Can I discuss themes 
in a wide range of 
books including 
myths, legends and 
traditional stories, 
modern fiction,  
fiction from our 
literary heritage, and 
books from other 
cultures and        
traditions? 

 Can I compare 
themes and other 
aspects such as   
characters, settings 
and plot?  

 Can I identify how   
ideas and themes are 
explored and      
developed over a 
text? e.g. how a story 
opening can link to 
its ending or how 
characters change 
over a narrative. 

 Can I explain how a 
detailed picture can 
emerge from a non-
fiction text by          
examining different 
aspects of the topic? 

 Can I ask pertinent and helpful questions to improve understanding of unfamiliar 
words? 

 Can I discuss my understanding of what has been read? 

 Can I use a range of strategies, including the context and where necessary a diction-
ary, to explain the meanings of unfamiliar words used in a text? 

 Can I use dictionaries effectively to locate word meanings and other information 
about words? e.g. by using alphabetical order, understanding abbreviations. 

 Can I give increasingly precise explanations of word meanings that fit with the con-
text of the text I am reading? 

 Can I make regular, brief summaries of what I have read, identifying the key points?  

 Can I summarise a complete short text or substantial sections of a text? 

 Can I  understand what information is needed to look for in non-fiction texts before 
beginning a task? 

 Can I retrieve, record and present information from a non-fiction text?  

 Can I understand how to use contents pages and indexes to locate information and 
increasingly apply these skills independently across the wider curriculum? 

 Can I skim and scan effectively to identify sections of text to read more carefully 
and re-read/ read on as appropriate? 

 Can I identify key information, or elements that are not understood or need to be  
revisited and explored further by annotating the text, using simple abbreviations and 
diagrams? 

 Can I distinguish between fact and opinion?  

 Can I explain and elaborate my understanding and ideas, including presentations and 
debates, using notes as necessary? 

 Can I understand some of the technical terms needed for discussing what is heard 
and read such as metaphor, simile, analogy, imagery, style and effect?  

 Can I listen attentively and discuss books that I might not choose myself including 
myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary        
heritage, and books from other  cultures and traditions?   

 Can I build on my own and others’ ideas, about books that have been read, respond 
to others’ ideas courteously, and give increasingly reasoned justifications for my 
views? 

 Can I recommend a book to a peer, giving reasons for my choices? 
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Reading Skills Progression 

Year Six 

Word Reading Comprehension  Inference 
Language for   

Effect 

Themes and               

Conventions 

 Can I  read fluently 
and effortlessly 
across all subjects, 
applying all reading 
strategies?  

  Can I read indi-
vidual words accu-
rately, which might 
be key to the 
meaning of a sen-
tence or paragraph, 
thereby improving        
comprehension?  

  Can I read            
independently,       
including longer 
texts and books I 
would not normal-
ly choose to read?  

  Can I read age-
appropriate books, 
which are struc-
tured in different 
ways and for dif-
ferent          pur-
poses? 

 Can I recommend 
a book to a peer, 
giving reasoned 
justifications for 
my choices?  

 Can I learn and 
read a wide range 
of poetry by heart? 

 

 Can I understand 
what is implied 
about characters 
through the way 
they are presented, 
including through 
the use of a       
narrator or       
narrative voice, 
and explain how 
this influences the 
readers’ view of 
characters? 

 Can I make     
predictions,     
discussing the    
reasoning behind 
them, drawing on 
knowledge of the 
world, from     
reading other   
similar texts and 
what I have read 
earlier in the text? 

 Can I compare 
predictions with 
the events that       
occurred and    
consider why the 
predictions were       
accurate or      
plausible? 

 
 

 Can I discuss and 
evaluate the    
authors use of 
language,       
including       
figurative        
language,        
considering the 
impact on the 
reader? 

 Can I understand 
and explain how 
different        
conventions and        
presentational 
features are used 
across a range of            
information or 
non-narrative 
texts? 

 Can I perform 
my own        
compositions, 
using appropriate 
intonation,      
volume, and 
movement so 
that meaning is 
clear for the   
audience? 

 Can I recognise, 
compare and    
discuss themes in a 
wide range of 
books? 

 Can I recognise 
how the narrative 
or author’s voice 
influences the 
reader’s point of 
view and frames 
their                un-
derstanding? 

 Can I distinguish 
between explicit 
and implicit points 
of view in non-
fiction texts?  

 Can I apply appropriate strategies in order to find the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary met in 
independent reading?  

 Can I discuss the plausibility and accuracy of my suggestions for the meaning of unfamiliar 
words? 

 Can I compare predictions with the events that occurred and consider why the predictions are 
accurate or  plausible? 

 Can I use dictionaries, glossaries and other alphabetically ordered texts confidently and effi-
ciently in order to locate information that I have read? 

 Can I make regular, brief summaries of what has been read, linking the summary to previous     
predictions about the text?  

 Can I apply appropriate strategies in order to find the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary met in 
independent reading?  

 Can I summarise ‘evidence’ from across a text to explain events or ideas?  

 Can I link parts of a text together in order to understand how details or specific sections sup-
port a main idea or point?  

 Can I apply the skills of information retrieval, recording and presentation, from a non-fiction 
text, independently across the curriculum?       

 Can I apply appropriate strategies in order to find the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary met in 
independent reading?  

 Can I understand how to use contents pages and indexes to locate information and apply these 
skills independently across the wider curriculum?  

 Can I evaluate the reliability and usefulness of the evidence selected, including distinguishing     
between fact and opinion? 

 Can I use dictionaries, glossaries and other alphabetically ordered texts confidently and effi-
ciently in order to locate information about words that I have read?  

 Can I text mark and comment on extracts which are significant to understanding the characters, 
events or ideas , an author’s point of view or use of language?  

 Can I compare characters, consider different accounts of the same event and discuss view-
points, within a text and across more than one text?  

 Can I discuss books that are read to me and those that can be read independently, giving rea-
soned justifications for my views, building on my own and others’ ideas, and challenge views            
courteously? 

 Can I present or debate about books that have been read, maintaining a focus on the topic, us-
ing notes as necessary? 



St Michael’s CE (Controlled) Junior School 

Courage Respect  Resilience 

 7 

Writing Skills Progression 

Year Three 

Transcription and   

Handwriting  
Composition and Effect  

Text Structure and      

Organisation and       

Sentence Structure  

Vocabulary, Grammar 

and Punctuation  

 Can I explore and accurately use 
word families based on       
common words e.g. fear, feared, 
fearful, fears, fearfully? 

 Can I spell common words     
correctly including exception 
words and other words that 
have been learnt? 

 Can I spell words as accurately 
as possible using phonic 
knowledge and other knowledge 
of spelling such as morphology 
and etymology? 

 Can I understand and apply the 
concepts of word structure? 

 Can I use the diagonal and      
horizontal strokes that are   
needed to join letters and     
understand which letters, when 
adjacent to one another, are best 
left unjoined? 

 Can I begin to use joined       
handwriting throughout          
independent writing? 

 Can I organise paragraphs 
around a theme? 

 Can I use headings and          
sub-headings to aid           
presentation? 

 Can I monitor whether my own 
writing makes sense in the same 
way that I monitor my reading? 

 Can I use some sentence       
variation through sentence type 
(statement, question,             
exclamation and command), 
length and structure(simple, 
compound)? 

 Can I introduce inverted     
commas to punctuate direct 
speech? 

 Can I use the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ 
according to whether the next 
word begins with a consonant 
or a vowel? e.g. a rock, an open 
box 

 Can I use the present perfect 
form of verbs instead of the 
simple past? e.g. ‘He has gone 
out to play’ in contrast to ‘He 
went out to play’ 

 Can I proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors? 

 Can I express time, place and 
cause using conjunctions? 

 Can I understand and apply the 
terminology and concepts set 
out in appendix 2 of the       
national curriculum document? 

 Can I create settings, characters and plot in narratives? 

 Can I write for a range of real purposes and audiences as part of my 
work across the curriculum in a variety of genre? 

 Can I begin to understand the skills and processes that are essential 
for writing? e.g. that is, thinking aloud to explore and collect ideas, 
drafting, and re-reading to check the meaning is clear. 

 Can I begin to understand how writing can be different from speech? 

 Can I evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of my own and 
others’ writing and suggesting improvements? 

 Can I propose changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary, 
based on the grammar, punctuation and vocabulary taught so far, 
including the accuracy use of pronouns in sentences?  
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Writing Skills Progression 

Year Four 

Transcription and   

Handwriting  
Composition and Effect  

Text Structure and      

Organisation and       

Sentence Structure  

Vocabulary, Grammar 

and Punctuation  

 Can I write from memory     
simple sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words and          
punctuation taught so far? 

 Can I spell most words taught 
so far accurately and be able to 
spell words that have not yet 
been taught by using what has 
been learnt about how spelling 
works in English? 

 Can I increase the legibility,     
consistency and quality of my       
handwriting? e.g. am I able to 
maintain fluency of writing and 
has sufficient stamina for typical 
written tasks? 

 Can I use joined-up handwriting 
throughout all independent     
writing? 

 Can I organise paragraphs 
around a theme? 

 Can I draft and write by       
composing and rehearsing     
sentences orally (including    
dialogue), progressively building 
a varied and rich vocabulary and 
an increasing range of sentence 
structures? 

 Can I proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors? 

 Can I use standard English 
forms for verb inflections     
instead of local spoken forms? 

 Can I use fronted adverbials 
followed by a comma? 

 Can I choose an appropriate 
pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid cohesion 
and avoid repetition? 

 Can I use inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech? 

 Can I place the apostrophe in 
words with regular plurals? (e.g. 
girls’, boys’) and in words with 
irregular plurals correctly? (e.g. 
children’s) 

 Can I use vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation concepts set 
out in English appendix 2 of the 
national curriculum? 

 Can I develop settings, characters and plot in narratives through        
expansion of relevant vocabulary, including figurative language? 

 Can I maintain a viewpoint by making deliberate word choices? 

 Can I recognise some of the differences between standard English 
and non- standard English? 

 Can I write for a range of real purposes and audiences as part of the 
work across the curriculum? (these purposes and audiences should 
underpin decisions about the form the writing should take such as a       
narrative, an explanation or a description) 

 Can I understand the skills and processes that are essential for writing 
in order to enhance the effectiveness of what I have written? (e.g. 
thinking aloud to explore and collect ideas, drafting and re-reading to 
check the meaning is clear, including doing so as the writing  

 develops) 

 Can I evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of my own and 
others’ writing, suggesting improvements based on the grammar I 
have learnt? 
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Writing Skills Progression 

Year Five 

Transcription and   

Handwriting  
Composition and Effect  

Text Structure and      

Organisation and       

Sentence Structure  

Vocabulary, Grammar 

and Punctuation  

 Can I use knowledge of       
morphology and etymology in 
spelling and understand that the 
spelling of some words needs to 
be learnt? 

 Can I convert nouns or        
adjectives into verbs using    
suffixes? (eg.-ate; -ise; -ify) 

 Can I write legibly, fluently and 
with increasing speed by     
choosing which shape of a letter 
to use when given choices and 
deciding whether or not to join 
specific letters? 

 Can I select a handwriting style 
appropriate to the task? 

 Can I use further organisational 
and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 
reader? (e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining) 

 Can I produce internally       
coherent paragraphs in logical 
sequence? 

 Can I use devices to build cohe-
sion within a paragraph? (e.g. 
then, after that, this, firstly) 

 Can I use sentence structure 
deliberately varied for impact on 
the reader? 

 Can I use fronted prepositional 
phrases for greater effect? 

 Can I proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors? 

 Can I ensure the consistent and 
correct use of tense throughout 
a piece of writing? 

 Can I indicate degrees of      
possibility using adverbs?(eg 
perhaps, surely) or modal verbs 
(eg might, should, will, must) 

 Can I use commas to clarify 
meaning or avoid ambiguity? 

 Can I use vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation concepts set 
out in English appendix 2 of the 
national curriculum              
documentation, and be able to 
apply them correctly to         
examples of real language, such 
as independent writing? 

 Can I apply a knowledge of    
linguistic terms, including those 
to describe grammar, so I can 
discuss my writing and reading;? 

 Can I choose the appropriate register for the audience and purpose 
(formal and informal)? 

 Can I understand how the audience and purpose will affect the tone 
of the writing and apply this to my writing? 

 Can I select the appropriate form and use other similar writing as 
models for my own composition? 

 Can I maintain a consistent viewpoint throughout a piece of writing? 

 Can I describe settings, characters, plot and atmosphere? 

 Can I structure and organise a range of texts effectively for different 
purposes? 

 Can I use knowledge of language gained from stories, plays, poetry, 
non-fiction and textbooks to facilitate writing? 

 Can I understand the differences between standard English and non-
standard English and can apply what has been learnt, for example, in 
writing dialogue for characters? 

  Can I evaluate and edit texts to enhance and clarify including:   
changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation; ensuring correct 
subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural,          
distinguishing between the language of  speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register; editing  sentences by either       
expanding or reducing for meaning and effect, ensuring the          
consistent and correct use of tense throughout? 
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Writing Skills Progression 

Year Six 

Transcription and   

Handwriting  
Composition and Effect  

Text Structure and      

Organisation and        

Sentence Structure  

Vocabulary, Grammar 

and Punctuation  

 Can I use dictionaries to check 
the spelling and meaning of 
words? 

 Can I draw on my knowledge of 
morphology and etymology to 
spell correctly? 

 Can I sustain appropriate style 
and fluency throughout writing, 
including adapting to the      
purpose for writing? (e.g. quick 
legible notes, formal letters etc.)  

 Can I use further organisational 
and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the 
reader? (e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining) 

 Can I draw on a repertoire of 
sentence structures, including 
simple, compound, and        
multi-clause to expand ideas, 
convey key information and 
provide emphasis, detail and 
description? 

 Can I consciously control the 
structure of sentences in writing 
and understand why sentences 
are constructed as they are? 

 Can I understand and apply the 
difference between vocabulary 
typical of informal speech and 
vocabulary appropriate for    
formal speech and writing? (e.g. 
find out - discover; ask for - 
request; go in - enter). 

 Can I use the passive voice to 
affect the presentation of      
information in a sentence? (e.g. 
‘I broke the window in the 
greenhouse’ versus ‘The       
window in the greenhouse was 
broken by me)’ 

 Can I use layout devices, such as 
headings, sub-headings,        
columns, bullets, or tables, to 
structure text? 

 Can I use the colon to introduce 
a list? 

 Can I punctuate using bullet 
points to list information? 

 Can I proof-read for spelling 
and punctuation errors? 

 Can I apply a knowledge of   
linguistic terms, including those 
to describe grammar, so that I 
can discuss my writing? 

 Can I identify the audience for, and purpose of, the writing, and    
select the appropriate form and maintain a consistent viewpoint 
throughout the piece of writing use other similar writing as models 
for my own composition? 

 Can I ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing? 

 Can I describe settings, characters and atmosphere by: using         
figurative language; selecting synonyms for effect; integrating        
dialogue to convey character and advance the action? 

 Can I generate ideas, draft, and re-read a piece of writing to check 
that the meaning is clear? 

 Can I evaluate and edit texts to enhance and clarify including:    
changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation; ensuring correct 
subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural,          
distinguishing   between the language of speech and writing and 
choosing the appropriate register; editing sentences by either        
expanding or reducing for meaning and effect, ensuring the          
consistent and correct use of tense throughout? 

 Can I proof-read work to correct spelling and punctuation mistakes? 
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Spoken Language Skills Progression 

Year Three Year Four  Year Five  Year Six 

 Can I listen and respond appropriately to 
adults and my peers? 

 Can I ask questions to develop my            
understanding and knowledge? 

 Can I give reasons for my answers and 
opinions? 

 Can I give some relevant descriptions,    
depending on context, including emotional 
responses? 

 Can I use spoken language to develop    
understanding through imagining           
possibilities, making predictions and      
exploring ideas?  

 Can I participate in a range of contexts, 
including discussions and role play, making 
some relevant points? 

 Can I, through discussion, listen to others’ 
views, recognising the opinions of others? 

 Can I speak clearly using language          
appropriate to the task? 

 Can I adopt, create and sustain a range of 
roles? 

 Can I listen and respond appropriately to 
adults and my peers? 

 Can I ask some relevant questions to       
develop my understanding and knowledge? 

 Can I give relevant reasons for my answers 
and opinions? 

 Can I give some well-structured             
descriptions, explanations and narratives for 
an increasing range purposes? 

 Can I use spoken language to develop     
understanding through imagining           
possibilities, exploring ideas and making 
predictions in a range of contexts? 

 Can I participate in discussions, debates and 
role play making increasingly relevant 
points and using appropriate vocabulary? 

 Can I, through discussion, value, recognise 
and respond to the opinions of others? 

 Can I gain the interest of the listener(s)? 

 Can I speak clearly, with increasing fluency, 
using language appropriate to the task?   

 Can I listen and respond appropriately to 
adults and my peers? 

 Can I ask increasingly relevant questions to 
develop their understanding and 
knowledge? 

 Can I justify answers, arguments and     
opinions? 

 Can I give increasingly well-structured    
descriptions, explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for expressing 
feelings? 

 Can I use spoken language to develop    
understanding through speculating, making 
predictions, imagining and exploring ideas 
in a range of contexts? 

 Can I participate in discussions,          
presentations, performances, role play,   
improvisations and debates conveying 
meaning and emotions, making relevant 
points and using appropriate vocabulary? 

 Can I value, consider and begin to evaluate 
different viewpoints, building on the      
contributions of others? 

 Can I gain, maintain and begin to monitor 
the interest of the listener(s)? 

 Can I speak audibly and fluently using    
language appropriate to the task? 

 Can I demonstrate a mastery of language 
through public speaking, performance and 
debate? 

 Can I create an improvised, devised and 
scripted drama for a range of audiences as 
well as rehearse, refine, share and respond 
thoughtfully to drama and theatre          
performances? 

 Can I adopt, create and sustain a range of 
roles, responding appropriately to others in 
role (both verbally and non- verbally)? 

 Can I ask relevant questions to extend my 
understanding and knowledge? 

 Can I articulate and justify answers,       
arguments and opinions using relevant  
vocabulary? 

 Can I give well-structured descriptions, 
explanations and narratives for different 
purposes, including for expressing feelings? 

 Can I use spoken language across the    
curriculum to develop understanding 
through speculating, hypothesising,       
imagining and exploring ideas? 

 Can I consider and evaluate different    
viewpoints, attending to and building on 
the contributions of others? 

 Can I gain, maintain and monitor the    
interest of the listener(s)? 

 Speak audibly and fluently with an         
increasing command of standard English, 
using language appropriate to the task? 


