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Respect Courage Resilience 

Whole School 

Intent 

Safe and Happy 
Everyone in the school community feels valued and 

respected 

High Standards 
Everyone has the courage and resilience to be the best 

that they can be 

Ready and Prepared 
Everyone develops the transferable skills which enable 

them to be a lifelong learner 

History Intent Children examine the complexity of people’s lives,   
processes of change, the diversity of societies and    

relationships between different groups  
 

Children develop a sense of their own identity  

Children gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 
of Britain’s past and that of the wider world 

 
History inspires pupils’ curiosity to know more about 

the past and the challenges of their time 

Children are able to ask perceptive questions, think    
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop 

perspective and judgement 

Implementation  The children are provided with a rich and varied 
curriculum that includes a range of teaching and 
learning experiences to inspire and engage. 

 Through teaching and learning using varied        
activities, all children have the courage and the sup-
port they need to access their learning 

 Children are given opportunities to construct      
informed responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical information.  

  School visits and themed days will give children new 
experiences and insight into their study. 

 Children are prepared to take risks, making hypoth-
eses and explaining their opinions. 

 Children understand how events in the past can lead 
to change and innovation and how this impacts on 
the world we live in today.  

  The children are inspired and want to extend their 
learning. 

 Using an enquiry approach, the children are given 
opportunities to ask questions and to investigate 
and discover answers for themselves. 

 Children are given opportunities for discussion and 
debate, listening to the views of others and respond-
ing. 

  Learning Journeys promote exploration of local   
history and how this has impacted on the           
community, where appropriate.  

  Children can justify opinions, supporting their views 
with evidence.  

Impact  Children  have a sense of their own identity and 
their place within a historical context. 

 Children are prepared to discover and learn new 
ideas with courage and are prepared to take risks in 
their learning combining different historical ideas.  

 Children are confident to explore new ideas and to 
express their opinions about historical events. 

 Children are able to develop a sense of empathy for 
others and the way which events and changes may 
affect their lives. 

 Children are enthusiastic and want to do their best 
in all of their History learning. 

 Children are able to listen thoughtfully to the views 
of others before reaching final conclusions. 

History Vision  
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History Skills Progression 

Year Three 

Chronological      

Understanding 
Characteristics  Reasons for Change  

Cause and           

Consequence  

Historical              

Interpretation  
Historical Enquiry 

 Can I answer simple  
questions about ‘before’ 
and ‘after’ relating to a 
timeline, for the period/ 
civilisation being studied? 

 Can I understand date 
reversal for BC/BCE? 
(e.g. 4000 BC/ BCE is 
longer ago than 400 BC/ 
BCE) 

 Can I understand        
historians give names to 
periods of time in the past 
which have distinct    
characteristics? 

 Can I describe in simple 
terms some key          
characteristics of the    
period or civilisation being 
studied; gain a secure    
understanding of the main 
differences between today 
and the period being   
studied? 

 Can I describe some main 
features associated with 
the period/ civilisation 
studied? (e.g. that the    
Romans built towns 
linked by roads in their 
territories)  

 Can I describe changes in 
history over time and can 
identify some things 
which have stayed the 
same (have continuity) 
through time? (e.g. how, 
even with the discovery of 
metal and consequent 
technological changes, 
settled communities    
occupied the same places 
through long periods of 
time) 

 Can I describe the   
changes over a period of 
time and begin to give 
reasons for change? (e.g. 
why some aspects of diet 
changed between the   
Neolithic, Bronze and 
Iron Ages, and formulate 
reasoned hypothesis about 
why some things may 
have stayed the same) 

 Can I describe, in simple 
terms, the consequences 
of an important historical 
event, offering more than 
one example of its results? 

 Can I make reasoned    
historical judgements 
based on evidence and 
develop complex         
historical thinking? (e.g. 
The main reason was…
because…, Also          
important was…, Some 
people think… others 
disagree… because…) 

 Can I describe in simple 
terms how people can 
disagree about what     
happened in the past and 
give simple examples? 

 Can I recognise           
differences between     
versions of the same 
event? 

 Can I describe in simple 
terms how sources reveal 
important information 
about the past? 

 Can I describe why the 
absence of certain types 
of sources makes it more 
difficult to draw conclu-
sions about a period of 
civilisation? 
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History Skills Progression 

Year Four 

Chronological      

Understanding 
Characteristics  Reasons for Change  

Cause and           

Consequence  

Historical              

Interpretation  
Historical Enquiry 

 Can I begin to understand 
historical periods overlap 
each other and vary in 
length? 

 Can I develop precise 
chronological vocabulary 
including using recognised 
historical/ archaeological 
terms correctly for      
periods studied? (e.g.    
Neolithic, Roman       
Empire) 

 Can I give a simple      
explanation that not    
everyone in the past lived 
in the same way? (e.g. 
know that in some        
civilisations studied there 
were complex and       
different levels of society 
whose accounts of events 
would have been         
different) 

 Can I describe and give 
some examples why there 
was a range of changes at 
particular points in       
history, while some things 
remain the same? (e.g. 
changes to the pre-existing 
British way of life due to 
the Roman Conquest) 

 Can I explain why changes 
in different places might 
be connected in some 
way? (e.g. Viking raids and 
settlement of other parts 
of Europe (incl. Britain) 
and beyond, happened 
after the decline of the 
Roman Empire) 

 Can I describe historical 
events where changes 
have more than one 
cause? (e.g. change in diet 
during the Bronze and 
Iron Ages caused by trade 
over a wide area of      
Europe as well as         
agricultural developments) 

 Can I describe with simple 
examples, different types 
of causes, seeing that 
events happen for       
different reasons, not just 
human action? (e.g. the 
impact of climate on the 
development of the     
civilisations around 2000 
BC/ BCE) 

 Can I give a simple      
explanation of why we 
might have more than one 
version of events? 

 Can I describe how      
different interpretations 
arise? (e.g. scarcity of    
evidence, point of view) 

 Can I describe and     
question the origins and 
purposes of sources? (e.g. 
asking perceptive       
questions about the     
accuracy and reliability of 
imaginative                   
representations) 

 Can I ask perceptive   
questions about periods/ 
civilisations studied and 
know how to find, select 
and use suitable           
information and sources, 
to formulate and         
investigate hypotheses? 
(e.g. describe and explain 
differences between Stone 
and Bronze Age) 
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History Skills Progression 

Year Five 

Chronological      

Understanding 
Characteristics  Reasons for Change  

Cause and           

Consequence  

Historical              

Interpretation  
Historical Enquiry 

 Can I recognise that a 
period/ civilisation being 
studied may have        
similarities with another/ 
others previously studied, 
including those in        
different parts of the 
world? 

 Can I understand that past 
civilisations overlap with 
others in different parts of 
the world, that their    
respective durations vary 
and that they have some 
important similarities? 
(e.g. spread of Neolithic    
farming revolution, 
Bronze Age in Egypt and 
Britain, Iron Age in    
Britain and Roman     
Empire) 

 Can I explain that people 
in the past had a range of 
different ways of looking 
at their world and their 
relationship with and    
responsibilities to it? (e.g. 
Mayan cosmography    
differs from the 
‘cosmovision’ or ‘world 
view’ of other periods/ 
civilisations studied) 

 Can I identify and make 
links between significant 
characteristics of a       
period/ civilisation      
studied and some others 
studied previously? 

 Can I explain with simple 
examples how change 
happens during particular 
events and through time, 
for a combination of    
reasons but that this does 
not impact everyone in 
the same way, at the same 
time? 

 Can I create explanations 
for continuity, through 
particular periods of    
history in one place and in  
different parts of the 
world, as well as between 
periods of history? 

 Can I offer more causes 
when explaining some 
events?  

 Can I explain              
consequences in terms of 
immediate and longer 
term effects and that   
people were affected   
differently? 

 Can I explain that        
historical understanding is 
continuously being       
revised?  

 Can I explain that        
different historical       
accounts of the past 
emerge for different    
reasons? (e.g. Different 
people might give a     
different emphasis) 

 Can I construct simple, 
reasoned arguments about 
aspects of periods/     
civilisations studied? (e.g. 
explain why I have select-
ed 5 aspects of the 
Greek’s legacy as most 
significant) 

 Can I explain, with       
examples, why a source 
might be unreliable? 
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History Skills Progression 

Year Six 

Chronological      

Understanding 
Characteristics  Reasons for Change  

Cause and           

Consequence  

Historical              

Interpretation  
Historical Enquiry 

 Can I correctly use some 
dates in relation to      
different historical/     
archaeological periods? 
(e.g. there were hospitals 
in Baghdad in the 9th 
Century CE) 

 Can I demonstrate an 
emerging chronological 
framework around      
civilisations/ periods  
studied which I can     
accurately place in    
chronological order as 
well as identify some   
characteristic features of 
each?  

 Can I explain the ideas 
and achievements of a 
period/ civilisation in 
terms of why people 
might have had those  
ideas and how this       
impacted on the way they 
lived? 

 Can I give reasoned     
explanations with        
reference to significant 
examples of some       
connections between ways 
of life in the different   
civilisations and periods 
studied,? (e.g. regarding 
the impact of Greek and   
Roman intellectual 
thought being gathered 
together, preserved and 
developed in the early  
Islamic civilisation) 

 Can I give explanations 
for changes, taking place 
through particular periods 
of history in one place and 
in different parts of the 
world, as well as between 
periods of history? 

 Can I explain that changes 
in different places and 
periods can be connected? 
(e.g. the decline in the   
Roman Empire and the 
rise in the Islamic        
civilisation of the 9th  
Century) 

 

 Can I explain that causes 
might be connected in 
some way; one cause 
might be linked to       
another, making the event 
more likely to happen? 

 Can I explain events in 
history with reference to 
abstract ideas such as long 
and short term causes/ 
results or events building 
up? 

 Can I explain why quite 
complex events happened 
using a good range of 
causes, even if some are 
still linked in a simple 
way?  

 Can I explain that some 
interpretations are likely to 
be more accurate and   
reliable, using knowledge I 
have acquired during a 
study. 

 Can I explain that        
particular views of the 
past can be created by 
what evidence is selected 
and how it is presented? 

 Can I demonstrate       
understanding that all   
history is, to some extent, 
an interpretation and can  
I identify a range of     
reasons for this?  

 Can I explain and ask  
perceptive questions of 
sources and offer        
evidence-based reasons 
about why different 
sources, about the same 
events, may give         
conflicting information? 
(e.g. Most evidence      
suggests… however… we 
cannot tell for sure…  
because…) 

 Can I explain source    
reliability with reference 
to the period/ civilisation 
and/ or the provenance 
of a source? (e.g. few   
written records exist for 
the Mayan period due to 
their destruction in the 
Spanish Conquest.    
However, other sources 
(pottery) reveal important 
information: developing a 
deeper understanding of 
the interpretation of    
historical and              
archaeological sources)  


