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12th February 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The theme for our World Book Day 2020 is ‘Share a million stories’. This initiative aims to encourage adults 

and children to read together as much as possible. Our school has joined this nationwide campaign, and 

from February 27th until March 29th we will be recording the stories we share with children. All reading, 

books, comics, magazines, audio books and e-books, at home and school, for a minimum of 10 minutes a 

day, counts towards story sharing. To find out more about this campaign please 

visit https://www.worldbookday.com/share-a-million-stories/  

In keeping with this theme, we are inviting children to dress up as a favourite character from a story that 

they have read or shared, or from a book that really captured their imagination. Alternatively, if your child 

would prefer not to dress up, we would like them to bring in some props associated with their favourite 

character. The challenge will be for their classmates (and teachers) to use the ‘clues’ to determine who their 

favourite character is. 

As part of our own celebration of World Book Day on Thursday 5th March, every class will hold a ‘Book 

Talk’, where we invite children to bring a favourite age-appropriate book to school to share and recommend 

to their peers.  It can be a book that they have enjoyed reading to themselves, or that has been read with 

them, fiction or non-fiction, and any length, but it is important that the children know the book well so 

that they can discuss it with their class.  As well as talking about their favourite book, children may (this is 

optional) write a review or create a poster to support their ‘Book Talk’, which will then form part of a class 

‘reading recommendations’ display.  Children’s book recommendations should not be any longer than 2 

minutes.  Teachers are happy to help any children with their book presentation, and support them in 

answering questions that the class may be eager to ask about the book. 

Year group home learning this week will include more details about the World Book Day ‘Book Talk’, 

including specific advice and help on what sort of information children can share about their book.  We 

certainly do not wish this to be an onerous task, and if children do not have a favourite book to share, 

teachers can help children to choose a book to read over half term.  Book talks are a powerful way of 

promoting books and enjoyment of reading, and because these texts are recommended by the children for 

other children they are an effective way to encourage your child to pick up a new title or author.  It is also 

a fantastic opportunity for children to talk about a book they love and use their powers of persuasion to 

convince their peers that they should read it too! 

We look forward to seeing and hearing children’s book recommendations on World Book Day. 

Thanks you for your support. 

 

Ms J Gregory 
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